
 

 

 

 
The Lamplighter September 2025 

 
     As we turn the page into September, I can’t help but notice the change in seasons—not only 
in the weather, but also in the life of our church. This summer felt hotter and more humid than 
any in my seven years here at Ward’s Chapel! Yet even in the heat, God’s grace carried us 
forward. 
 
     Now, as I look at my calendar, September is already filled with meetings, conferences, and 
new opportunities. With this new season also comes our Annual Church Conference. I am deeply 
grateful for all of our committee leaders who are faithfully preparing reports and prayerfully 
setting new goals for 2026. This is a good time to review each committee’s mission, celebrate past 
work, and set a fresh direction for the year ahead. 
 
     On my plate this fall are some exciting tasks. First is our new Hub clergy and laity meeting. 
This is a structure we have just begun, and I am very hopeful about it. I believe strongly that 
when Methodists and churches in the same community work together, we will flourish. Even in a 
season when many churches are struggling, clergy and laity together can discover new ways to 
serve God and make faithful disciples. 
 
     Another highlight ahead is our Community Fellowship Event on October 11th at 4:00 pm 
in the Social Hall. We’ll share a meal, enjoy fellowship, and be uplifted by lively bluegrass 
music. Please come—and bring a friend! This is a wonderful opportunity to extend a warm 
welcome to our neighbors and show them the love of Christ through community. 
 
     Once again, I want to thank all of you—leaders, chairs, teams, and faithful members—for your 
dedication and service. Together, we step into this new season with refreshed hearts, ready to 
create something good and life-giving in our community. 
 
     And as the Lord says in Scripture, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23). May 
this be the commendation we hear as we serve Him together. 
 
 
With gratitude and joy, 
Pastor Steven 



 

*********************************************** 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES 
 

FINANCE 
 

Please find the latest update near the end of 
the newsletter. 

 

Bill Showman, Chair 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

No rest for the weary!  Just because it’s 
summer doesn’t mean our building stops working 
(or decaying).   

This summer, when the Preschool HVAC unit 
failed, we opted to replace the condenser and 
evaporator coil for $8,650 rather than recharge it for 
the third time in seven years. Trustees funded the 
new unit by selling investment stock shares.   

Lots of other little things were or are on the list 
of projects to be completed soon. The furnace room 
has been cleaned out and organized (Thank you, 
Karen!), the table closet in the Narthex has been 
configured to accommodate the Communion and 
Altar Committee’s items into one area, pictures in 
the Adult Sunday School room were reframed, and 
the extra choir chairs were listed on Facebook 
Marketplace and have been sold. 

At our next scheduled meeting in October, we’ll 
discuss our options for security cameras for the 
building amongst other items. 
Please, as always, let us know if you have any 
concerns about our building. 
 

Bridget 
 

*********************************************** 
 

PROGRAM MINISTRIES 
 

MISSIONS 
 

Food Pantry 
 

We are so grateful for the MANY 
donations of food items, money, and 
gift cards to our Food Pantry.   

Please check expiration dates 
before you donate!  

 

Extras needed for this month: 
o Lunch meat 

 
 

Keep in mind, we will take donations of any 
nearly new items such as clothes, towels, sheets, 
blankets, etc.!  

Remember students can receive volunteer 
hours for helping at the food pantry so if you are 
interested please contact Wendy at 
wrmille@gmail.com or texting/calling our Food 
Pantry number 410-756-0665. Thanks so much! 

 

Wendy Miller 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRESCHOOL 

 

Following months of home 
projects, travel, and time digging our 
toes into the sand, Preschool has 
resumed. 

Our enrollment is looking 
promising. Three classes are full; 

Wednesday 2s has openings for four children. This 
year, we will have MT 2s (12), W 2s (8), MTW 3s 
(15), and AM 4s (18) with Lunch Bunch on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Our budget looks 
slightly better than it has been in the last few years, 
which is a blessing. Preschool enrollment, in 
general, seems to be down in this area, but is still a 
concern for us. 

All the Preschool staff will be returning this 
year. However, at the end of this year Ms. Julie and 
Ms. Heather will be retiring. Julie is going into her 
19th year at the Preschool, for Ms. Heather, this 
year will be her 9th year. Heather was an excellent 
addition after moving from Bethesda. Julie 
developed our 2s program into its current 
exemplary form and it will be sorely missed next 
year. She consistently demonstrates a level-headed 
and steady presence upon whom I can reliably 
depend. 

The children will arrive on Tuesday, September 
2. They’ll spend the first few weeks getting used to 
the routine of their new classrooms and getting to 
know their teachers as we get to know them. A big 
focus for all the classes this month is how God 
makes each of us unique and loves us for who we 
are. This year's first field trip is for the 3s and is to 
Gaver Farm in Mt. Airy, where we'll take a wagon 
ride, pick apples, and explore the market.  
 

Ms. Bridget 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

The annual church picnic will be Sunday, 
September 7, following our 10 am service. We will 
provide the chicken and drinks. Please provide a side 
dish or dessert to complement our meal. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

Sunday School will begin Sunday, September 
14th. The youth will once again meet in the big 



 

Sunday School room. The classroom doors will open 
at 8:45 am and we will end at 9:45, so we can all 
attend the 10:00 service. 
 

Mr. Ron's adult group will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall and Ms. Carol and Ms. Barb's class in the 
Narthex classroom. Please talk to your individual 
teachers for the official start time. 
 

Julie 
 

*********************************************************** 
 

*********************************************************** 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
Please pray for those who are not able to join us 

for worship due to health issues.  
 

Barbara Hartman – at home 
Bert Rushing – Golden Crest Assisted Living 
Diana Balick – at home 
Janet Feezer – at home 
Janis Miller – at Future Care Old Court 
Jean Haines – at Homewood at Plum Creek 
Lulu Karagjozi – Lorien Encore  
Margaret Hare – Augsburg Senior Living 
Ralph Fletcher – at home 
 

********************************************************** 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Greeting Card Ministry: Lisa Ruff has volunteered 
to coordinate this ministry. 

The Greeting Card Ministry will resume in 
September. Cards will be set out in the Narthex the 
2nd Sunday of each month for members to sign. 

If you know of someone who would benefit from 
receiving a card, please give their name and 
address to Lisa Ruff or Melinda Dettmer. 

Donations of unused Get Well or Thinking of 
You cards can be left in the basket in the Narthex. 
We also take donations of unused birthday cards. 

Birthday cards are forwarded to the Sunday School 
for their ministry with Everstand, formerly the Board 
of Child Care. 

 
Thanks: Thank you for the prayers and cards during 
my recent recovery. ~ Carolyn Sellman 

 
The Alzheimer’s Baltimore Walk is Sat., Nov. 1 at 
the Baltimore Zoo. If you would like to join me, I will be 
walking again in memory of Butch.  If you would like to 
donate in his memory the website is: ALZ Baltimore 
Walk and look for Team Pop.  Each donation helps us 
get closer to a cure and also helps families living with 
this disease.   Carol 

 
Our 3rd Annual Christmas Community Event is 

scheduled for Saturday Dec 6th. 
Volunteers are needed to coordinate and plan for 

the event. If interested please, contact Charlie Dell or 
Pastor Steven. 

 
Please note: The church always appreciates 
donations, but we lack space to store the plethora 
of physical items we are offered.   

We respectfully ask that you do not donate 
goods from your home without checking first.   
Any physical item that is brought into the building 
needs to be approved by the Trustees.  This 
includes furniture, pictures and wall hangings, floral 
arrangements, kitchenware, etc. 

For yard sale items, Missions sends out 
information about when those items may be 
donated for our May event.  This typically is not 
until spring.  
 

 

 



 

First Fruits Farm 
 
 

Our Food Pantry families benefit from a huge donation from First Fruits Farm EVERY month. 
Please consider helping them harvest: 

 

 

 
 

To sign up:  
 

https://www.firstfruitsfarm.org/volunteer?vcrmeid=CI3UX95i1EinA26xLRkrNw&vcrmiid=ULRIgD
GLZEuGkSEOiRD4pw 

 

Members from Glyndon UMC volunteer once a month. If you would like to go with them, please 
contact Clarice in the church office for more info.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.firstfruitsfarm.org/volunteer?vcrmeid=CI3UX95i1EinA26xLRkrNw&vcrmiid=ULRIgDGLZEuGkSEOiRD4pw
https://www.firstfruitsfarm.org/volunteer?vcrmeid=CI3UX95i1EinA26xLRkrNw&vcrmiid=ULRIgDGLZEuGkSEOiRD4pw


 

 

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall 
  

Location: New Windsor Fire Department Carnival Grounds 

Start Date: Thursday, October 9, 2025 - Monday, October 13, 2025 

Duration All Day 

The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall will be at the New Windsor Fire Department’s Carnival 
Grounds from October 9 through October 13, 2025. This 3/5 scale of the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington stands six feet tall at the center & covers almost 300 feet from end to end. The 
Wall bears the names of over 58,000 men & women serving as a reminder of the ultimate 
sacrifices made during the Vietnam War. This free event is open to the public 24/7. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Medicare fraud and medical identity theft can cost taxpayers billions of dollars each year. Medical identity 
theft happens when someone steals or uses your personal information (like your name, Social Security 
Number, or Medicare Number) to submit fraudulent claims to Medicare and other health insurers without your 
permission. 

A Message on the Latest Scam: 
Beware of scammers, sometimes posing as salespeople, offering "free" services or gifts. They may be 
trying to trick you into signing up for hospice care without your knowledge.  
Here's how it works: 

1. Scammers text, call, email, post fake ads, or even knock on your door.  
2. They offer "free" gifts or in-home perks, like cooking or cleaning services, protein shakes, 

medical equipment, or groceries. 
3. In exchange, they may ask for your Medicare Number and ask you to sign a paper. 
4. They're tricking you into signing up for hospice care, so they can fraudulently bill Medicare for 

services in your name. 
Remember: Never give out your Medicare Number and don't sign anything for free services — 
it's a scam. 
If you think you may have experienced fraud, call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) or report it 
online at Medicare.gov/fraud. 
Sincerely, 
The Medicare Team 
NOTE: Hospice care is for people who are terminally ill — and is a serious decision to be 
made only between you and your doctor. 

 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2Fbasics%2Freporting-medicare-fraud-and-abuse%3Futm_campaign=20250716_avf_frd_gal%26utm_content=english%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/3/01000198146bfa65-b6ef0712-02e2-4c9e-8a21-7c4b80e10868-000000/iSrMZaR7_wVF6dz9jjrebQQW5BvY2Cf0scMGx1poXtM=414


 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7:00 p Vitality
Pathways Online Prayer meeting

7:00 PM

7 Holy Communion 8 9 10 11 12 13
Sunday

Music Team Practice

Rally Day Finance 6:30 PM Liberty Goodtimers 12 pm
Church Picnic Yoga class Church Council 11:30 am
after worship 6:30 PM 7:00 PM Lamplighter 4-H 7:00 PM

Deadline

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Praise & Worship

Sunday Food Pantry 

8:45 Sunday School 9am-11am
resumes Flexibility class SPRC 7:00 PM Men's Dinner at

11:15 am Worship 6:30 PM Oscar's 7:00 pm

Committee

21  Heifer Sunday 22 23 24 25 26 27

Yoga class 7:00 p Vitality
6:30 PM Pathways

28 29  30 31

September 2025

CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, September 7
following worship



 
 

 

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church 
11023 Liberty Road 
Randallstown, MD 21133 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rally Day 
 

Church Picnic 
 

September 7 

 

Sunday School Resumes 
 

September 14 


