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Recently, I heard a story from one of our church members that stayed with me. She shared her
ongoing struggle to find a pair of shoes that truly fits. Because of the side effects of childhood
polio—something she didn’t even know she had until later in life—her feet are different sizes.
Buying shoes has never been easy for her. Sometimes she even has to pay double just to find
what she needs.

Then she told me something remarkable. Nordstrom, a well-known department store, has a
policy for people who need “mis-mated” shoes—pairs with two different sizes. They only charge
the price of one pair, even though it requires extra work and attention. Nordstrom is a business,
not a charity. Their goal is to make profit. Yet this practice does not increase their earnings—it
may even reduce them. Still, they continue doing it.

Why? Because they have learned that some values are greater than profit. They understand
that serving people with dignity and compassion is more meaningful than making money. They
have chosen to live by a higher standard.

Jesus once said, “The children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind
than the children of light” (Luke 16:8). In other words, even people of faith can still learn wisdom
from the world. Sometimes the world reminds us of sacred truths we tend to forget—truths
about kindness, purpose, and the value of every person.

As we enter this Thanksgiving season, I invite you to reflect on your higher value—the guiding
principle that shapes how you live and serve. What do you hold onto that reminds you that you
are a beloved child of God? Gratitude, compassion, faithfulness, humility?

Let us give thanks not only for what we have, but for the values that make us who we are. Let
us live with purpose, pursuing not just what is comfortable or profitable, but what is holy and
true.

May we, as a community of faith, continue to walk in God’s higher way—serving others with
the same grace and dignity that Christ has shown to us.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Steven Cho




kkkkkkkkkhkkhhkkhhkkhhkkhhkhhkkhhkkhhkkhkkkkkk®

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
FINANCE

Please find the latest update near the end of
the newsletter.

Bill Showman, Chair

TRUSTEES

Thank you to John Feezer, Ill for his lifetime
of service to the Trustees of the church! He will be
stepping down from the committee this December.
In John’s place, Brandon Feezer will join us. In
addition to Brandon, the Trustees now will consist
of Glenn Berry, Brian Jaeger, Eric Remmers,
Gordon Ruff, Shirley Tucker, and yours truly.

The Trustees met in October and discussed
a great deal.

Our pickleball court has been painted and a
portable net has been purchased. At this point, we
have decided that the court will only be used by
church members and their families. The net will be
kept inside the white lattice trash closet. The court
will be available on a first come-first served basis.
It will NOT be available during school hours. Rules
and hours are posted near the court.

Items we voted on to complete now were
gutter cleaning around the entire building, a new
double door refrigerator for the church kitchen (it's
been leaking Freon for several years), getting WiFi
in the Fellowship Hall, locking the thermostats, new
tools that were purchased for building repairs, filing
cabinets to be ordered for the Cemetery
Committee, history and church.

We will also be revisiting all our recurring
contracts in an effort to cut some costs for the
church. We have already reduced our pest control
from monthly to quarterly, saving the church
$800/year.

Finally, we are looking at security systems
for the building and are concentrating on exterior
cameras at this time, though there are other options
available. We have received two quotes ($5,000
and $12,000) and are awaiting two more. There
are a great deal of options to compare. We will
present it to the Church Council next month to
make a decision. Money will come from the Wm. B.
Martin fund for church betterment.

Thanks,
Bridget
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PROGRAM MINISTRIES
MISSIONS

Food Pantry

We are so grateful for the MANY
donations of food items, money, and
gift cards to our Food Pantry.

Please check expiration dates
before you donate!

Extras needed for this month:
o $20 gift cards

Keep in mind, we will take donations of any
nearly new items such as clothes, towels, sheets,
blankets, etc.!

Remember students can receive volunteer
hours for helping at the food pantry so if you are
interested please contact Wendy at
wrmille@gmail.com or texting/calling our Food
Pantry number 410-756-0665. Thanks so much!

Wendy Miller

PRESCHOOL

| absolutely cannot believe that we
are preparing for Thanksgiving and
Christmas already. My tan hasn’t
even faded!

We are still holding at 43 children.
8 of those are 2-year-olds attending
multiple classes. Lunch Bunch has all of 36 spaces
filled.

The Parent-Staff Board met in September and
we have decided to have the Preschool Prize
Palooza again in April. We will also be having our
annual Super Bowl Sub Sale in late-January with
pick-up on Saturday, February 7. Look for
information to be in the Sunday bulletin, as we get
closer to both events!

We held a Preschool Board meeting recently to
discuss the 2026-27 school year unbelievably. The
preschool has decided to lengthen our schedule
next year and have the children attend 9:00 a.m. —
12:00 p.m. We will have Lunch Bunch at least two
days, possibly three. Tuition will rise, based on
hours plus an additional 3%, which is less than the
typical increase.

| just wanted to thank everyone in the church
for your continued support of the preschool! It
means the world to Donna, the staff and me.

Ms. Bridget




SUNDAY SCHOOL

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes- Once
again, our Sunday School children will be packing 60
shoeboxes to send around the world to share the
message of Jesus.

You may also take a shoebox or two for your
family to fill and return to the Narthex by November
16. We are also collecting postage for our Sunday
School shoeboxes. Postage is $10/box, so we are
aiming for $600. You may put your donation in the
offering plate with a note "for shoeboxes". If you write
a check, please make it out to Wards Chapel and in
the memo area put "shoeboxes". We will write one
check to send to Samaritan's Purse.

Our church family has always been so generous
in their giving, so thank you again in advance!

Julie
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to join us
for worship due to health issues.

Barbara Hartman — at home

Bert Rushing — Golden Crest Assisted Living
Diana Balick — at home

Janet Feezer — at home

Janis Miller — at Future Care Old Court

Jean Haines — at Homewood at Plum Creek
Lulu Karagjozi — Lorien Encore

Margaret Hare — Augsburg Senior Living
Ralph Fletcher — at home
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our 3rd Annual Christmas Community Event is
scheduled for Saturday Dec 6th.

Volunteers are needed to coordinate and plan for
the event. If interested please, contact Charlie Dell or
Pastor Steven.

The R. Wayne Feezer Foundation will be placing
wreaths as part of Wreaths Across America in the
cemetery on Saturday, December 13 at 11am for
anyone who would like to help.

Ward’s Chapel
Fellowship Cookie
Bake

Sugar Cookies - $10 per pound
Order deadline November 10 - NO EXCEPTIONS

Quantities are limited to those participating
in the Fellowship Cookie Bake.
Limit 5 1b.

Cookies will be baked Nov. 28" & possibly 29,
Pick-up for those participating will be
either of those days.

Any profit will be given to the
church Operating Fund.

See Donna Gill or
detach the slip and place it in the collection plate
along with your payment.

Name:

Phone:

Sugar Cookies Pounds at $10 per

pound (5 Ib limit)

Total Enclosed $

Office Use Only: Check #: Date:

Lamplighters Mailed: Starting in October, the

newsletter will be available in the narthex for those
who are at church most every week.

If you receive the newsletter via postal mail and
would like to try it via emall, please email the church
office at wardschapel@verizon.net

Thank you!

The Alzheimer’s Baltimore Walk is Sat., Nov. 1 at
the Baltimore Zoo. If you would like to join me, | will be
walking again in memory of Butch. If you would like to
donate in his memory the website is: ALZ Baltimore
Walk and look for Team Pop. Each donation helps us
get closer to a cure and also helps families living with
this disease. ~Carol
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Glyndon UMC
Glyndon
Rev. Gary Sheffield-James

Mt Gilead UMC
Reisterstown
Rev. Eileen Washington

Piney Grove UMC
Reisterstown
Rev. Eileen Washington

Pleasant Hill UMC
Owings Mills
Rev. Michael Reese Ritt

Reisterstown UMC
Reisterstown
Rev. Jen Eschliman

St Luke’s UMC
Reisterstown
Rev. Winifred Griffin

Ward’s Chapel UMC
Randallstown
Rev. Steven Cho



Wards Chapel UMC Operating Fund
Year to Year Comparison as of Sept 25

YTD Financial Summary:

Offering compares favorable to 2024 offering with an increase of 9.4%. However, this large
increase is due to a one time gift. Excluding this gift our offering is $26,400 less than last
year (18% decrease) .

50% of Building and Grounds increase is related to timing difference of when the bills are
submitted. The remaining increase is due to increases in BGE, Pest Control and additional
snow removal charges in 2025. The Trustees are changing processes to reduce Pest Control
and BGE usage. Snow removal is solely controlled by the weather.

Sept YTD Amounts
2024 | 2025 Incr/(Decr)
Total Gifts (sources): 2024 to 2025
Offering $ 144522 |5 158,083 $§ 13561 9.4%
Other Donations (note 1) S 16350|$ 15,600 (750)
Total Support to Operating Fund S 1608725173683 S 12811 80%
—
Expense:
Blding/Grounds $ 49250 (S 55243| $§ 5993 122%
Ed./Ministry S 39%6|5 5173 1,207  30.4%
Apportionments S 27,6985 28,745 1,047 38%
Pastoral/Staff/Office $ 137,446 | S 138,518 1,073  0.8%
Total Expense S 21’8,3r60 $227679| § 9319 43%
Operating Surplus (Deficit) S (57,488)| $ (53,996)
Deficit Draw from Wm B Martin Fund $ 35000 $ 25,000
Deficit with Drawdown from Wm 8 Martin Fund S (22,488) § (28,996)
Available Cash on Hand S 3,823

note 1 - other donations consist of Preschool funding of $600 per month while school is in session,
Parsonage Endowment of $4,000 at the end of each quarter and R W Feezer Foundation annual gift,




November 2025

Sunday Thursday Saturday
2
All Saints Sunday
Holy Communion
Daylight Savings
Time ends
Flexibility class 6:30 Online Prayer Mtg.
11:15 Worship Comm| 7:00 PM
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Bible Study 10 am
Liberty Goodtimers Food Pantry
12:00 pm 9am-1lam
7 pm SPRC 4-H7:00 PM
Yoga class 6:30 pm Church Council Lamplighter
7:00 pm Deadline
16 Heifer Sunday |17 18 19 20 21 22
Bible Study 10 am
Cookie Dough
Making 9 am
Flexibility class 6:30
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Bible Study 10 am Happy
Thanksgiving! Fellowship Fellowship
Cookie Bake Cookie Bake
9 am 9 am
Yoga class 6:30 pm

30




Ward'’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

E% Christmas
~ Community
Event

Wards Chapel UMC
Saturday, December 6

2:00-3:00 p.m.
A Visit with Santa & Crafts

3:00-4:00 p.m.
Food, Music & Fellowship




