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     In the United Methodist Church, we deeply value connectionalism. This guiding principle 
means that no local church stands alone. Instead, each congregation is part of a greater 
network that supports, strengthens, and holds one another accountable in shared mission and 
ministry. 
 

     In this structure, local churches are grouped into districts, which belong to Annual 
Conferences. These Annual Conferences are part of the wider General Conference, a global 
body of representatives who help shape the future of the church. Wards Chapel, for example, is 
part of the Baltimore Suburban District, under the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference. 
Each local church contributes financially to the wider church through apportionments. While 
this can sometimes feel challenging—especially for churches managing tight budgets—it 
represents our shared responsibility to sustain the ministry and mission we carry together. 
 

     Yet the blessings of this connection far outweigh the burdens. Congregations receive 
organizational support, legal nonprofit status, and pastoral leadership through the Conference. 
Every United Methodist pastor is appointed, trained, and ordained through a thorough process 
that ensures spiritual, theological, and practical readiness for ministry. 
 

     Even more, connectionalism empowers every local church to participate in the global 
mission of God. Through partnerships with ministries like UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee on Relief), the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, and others, we are 
part of a global movement for justice, mercy, and evangelism. Together, we are the Church—
stronger through our connection. 
 

     From May 13–15, our delegate Charlie Dell and Pastor Cho will attend the 2025 Annual 
Conference in Baltimore. This gathering will bring together representatives—both clergy and 
laity—from 563 local churches across our Conference. While no major resolutions are expected 
this year, the Conference remains an important space for shaping our collective future. 
 

     In our connectional system, every local congregation has a voice—through its elected 
delegation. If you have any thoughts or feedback on the resolutions being considered, we 
invite you to share them with Charlie Dell, who will take your insights into account as he 
participates in the voting process. 
 

     You can find more detailed information, including the agenda and resolutions, at the 
following link:  
https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2025-annual-conference/2025-resolutions/ 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Steven 

https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2025-annual-conference/2025-resolutions/


 

*********************************************** 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES 
 

FINANCE 
 
Please find the latest update near the end of 

the newsletter. 
 

Bill Showman, Chair 
 

************************************************** 
 

PROGRAM MINISTRIES 
 

MISSIONS 
 

 

 The Missions Committee and Church Council 
approved the following donations: 

• Emergency Volunteers Project   $5000 
(Bridget Wetzel’s Israel trip) 

• Children’s Cancer Foundation  $500 

• Horizon Day Camp     $500 

• Casey Cares      $500 

• Believe in Tomorrow    $500 
(all in honor of Payton Oakley) 

• Shepherd’s Staff Capital Campaign $2000 

• First Fruits Farm     $2000 

• Boys & Girls Club of Carroll County- 
 Summer Camp     $1000 

• HOFFA Foundation     $500 

• The DIVA Project     $500 

• MD VOAD       $2500 
(in memory of Myron Horn) 

• UMCOR Sunday     $1000 
 

We are grateful for the funds available from the 
Wm. E. Martin Fund to provide monies for outreach 
and good works. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Food Pantry 

 

We are so grateful for the MANY 
donations of food items, money, and 
gift cards to our Food Pantry.  Please 
continue to check the website for our 
needs.   

Please check expiration dates before you 
donate!  

 

We are currently asking for donations of 
school supplies which we will give out in 
August. 

 
 

Keep in mind, we will take donations of any 
nearly new items such as clothes, towels, sheets, 
blankets, etc.!  

Remember students can receive volunteer 
hours for helping at the food pantry so if you are 
interested please contact Wendy 
at wrmille@gmail.com or texting/calling our Food 
Pantry number 410-756-0665. Thanks so much! 

 

Wendy Miller 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRESCHOOL 
 

 

It’s so hard to believe that 
we’re at the end of another school 
year.  This month will fly by 
because a zoo field trip, 
Kindergarten Lunch Day, the school 
picnic and then end-of-the-year celebrations for 
everyone! 

This will be our first year going to the 
Catoctin Wildlife Preserve in Thurmont.  The 
Maryland Zoo has become cost prohibitive.  I’m 
looking forward to the change in venue after 25 
years seeing the same exhibits.  I’ll miss the 
penguins though. 

Our 4-year-olds will have our annual 
Kindergarten Lunch Day where we practice what it 
might be like when they get to the cafeteria next 
year.  We get milk from the middle school after 
taking votes for chocolate or plain.  The parents will 
provide their child with a lunch.  The children will go 
through the ‘lunch line’ to collect a tray, their lunch 
and then ‘buy’ their milk.  It’s a great experience for 
them and hope that it makes them a bit more 
comfortable next year. 

Each class will have their own end-of-year 
celebration the final week of school.  The twos have 
a sing-a-long to show the parents what they’ve 
learned during the year.  The threes have a short 
program for their parents in the Narthex with songs 
and finger plays that they’ve chosen.  Finally, on 
our very last day, Friday, May 23, the fours will 
have their graduation.   

We’re still in the process of plans for next 
school year.  Registration for next year stands at 45 
students.  We will have our MT 2s, MTW 3s, and 
AM 4s, but will have to see about adding any 
additional classes.  Who knows what the summer 
will bring? 

 
Ms. Bridget 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

The last day for Sunday School will be May 18. 
 
 Thanks for sharing your children with us this past 

school year. We can’t wait to see you again in 
September! 
 

 

Julie 
 
*********************************************************** 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*********************************************************** 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
Please pray for those who are not able to join us 

for worship due to health issues.  
 

Barbara Hartman – at home 
Bert Rushing – Golden Crest Assisted Living 
Diana Balick – at home 
Janet Feezer – at home 
Janis Miller – at Future Care Old Court 
Jean Haines – at Homewood at Plum Creek 
Lulu Karagjozi – Lorien Encore  
Margaret Hare – at home 
Ralph Fletcher – at home 
 

********************************************************** 
 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
Women’s Club of Glyndon Luncheon featuring 
White House Butler: The Woman's Club of Glyndon 
is having an author luncheon on May 17 at noon at 
Reisterstown UM Church. Alan DeValerio who was a 
butler in the White House will talk about his book “A 
History of Entertainment in the Modern White 
House.”  All monies raised goes back into the 
community. Please contact Barb Charnock if you are 
interested in attending  
Cost: $35     Deadline: May 17 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Yoga Class: Yoga classes will be held the 2nd and 
4th Mondays of each month at 6:30 pm in the 
narthex. If you need more info, please contact the 
church office. It’s a very low-key atmosphere with 
most of us at the beginner level. The instructor, 
Danielle, is great at helping all ages and abilities, so 
please join us! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
A Thank you: 
 

Pastor Cho/Mr. Dell, 
 

On behalf of Pastor Huber, Chairperson of Maryland 
VOAD and the Board of Maryland VOAD, I would like 
to thank you for your generous gift in support of 
Maryland VOAD’s response to disasters that occur in 
our state.  Myron’s passing was a loss for many.  I 
know that he would have appreciated the direction of 
this donation to the Maryland VOAD tool trailer. 
 
Bruce Morgenstern 
Treasurer, Maryland VOAD 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Bureau of Consumer Protection 

 

Think that text message is from USPS? It could be a scam 
By: BCP Staff 
April 23, 2025 

Have you ever gotten a text message about a package coming via the United States Postal Service? Maybe 
it confirmed your order, said a package is out for delivery, or said there’s a problem like unpaid postage, a 
missed delivery, or you need to update your shipping preferences. That text message will say to click a link to 
learn more or fix the problem. But there’s a good chance that text message that says it’s from USPS (or 
FedEx…or DHL…) is really from a scammer. 

Scammers want you to click the link in their message. What happens next is the scam: the click takes you to a 
look-alike of a real website where they’ll tell you to enter personal or financial information. If you pay, that 
money — along with your credit card number, name, address, and anything else you entered — will go 
straight to the scammer. 

To avoid this scam: 

• Verify delivery information independently. If you think a text is about a real delivery, don’t give 
information or click on any links in the message. Instead, go to the online retail site or account you 
ordered your item from to look up the shipping and tracking information for your package. 

• Use filters. See what options your mobile phone has to filter and block texts from unknown senders. 
• Report unwanted text messages and scams on the messaging app you use. See if your phone has an 

option to report junk or spam. If not, forward the message to 7726. 
Spotted a scam? Tell the FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Restructuring Report from Pastor Cho 
 

Wards Chapel families!  I want to take a moment to share my thoughts about an important change 

happening across our United Methodist connection. As many of you know, the number of churches in our 

Baltimore-Washington Conference has declined from 670 to 563. In response, our leadership has prayerfully 

and thoughtfully moved from eight districts to six. However, this shift is not simply a matter of downsizing—it 

reflects a bold and Spirit-led vision from our Bishop, LaTrelle Easterling, to reshape how we live out our mission 

together. 
 

Key Components of the Restructuring Plan 

1. Collaborative Hubs 

Congregations will now gather in regional groups called Hubs, and each Hub will form a shared vision, 

working collaboratively to serve the most vulnerable, build relationships across differences, and use our God-

given gifts for mission and ministry.  

2. Six New Districts 

Our Conference has been reorganized into six new geographic districts to promote greater unity and 

connection. This shift is meant to strengthen collaboration, purpose, and vitality in local ministries. 

3. Administrative Regions 

Administrative support will be centralized across the Conference. This means that districts will no longer need 

https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/


 

to duplicate specialized functions like finance or HR, allowing churches to receive better and more efficient 

services while focusing more fully on mission. 

 

What This Means for Us at Ward’s Chapel 

Our district has been renamed the Reservoir District (formerly the Baltimore Suburban District), and we 

are now under the leadership of District Superintendent Rev. Eliezer Valentín-Castañón. 

Ward’s Chapel will become part of Reisterstown Hub with six neighboring churches. While our day-to-day 

church life will remain steady, this realignment encourages stronger communication and collaboration among 

local congregations. Pastors in our Hub will meet more regularly to address shared ministry needs and to 

brainstorm new ways to offer spiritual care and mission outreach. Together, we hope to grow in vitality, 

deepen relationships, and strengthen the witness of Christ in our community. 

You can find additional information and printed resources about the restructuring in the church narthex. 

Please feel free to take a copy home. And if you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, I invite 

you to reach out to me directly. 
 

For more info: https://www.bwcumc.org/100-at-100/creating-vital-change/ 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Ward’s Chapel, Randallstown, MD* 

Hub Name: Reisterstown 

District: Reservoir 

District Superintendent: Eliezer Valentín-Castañón 

Hub Churches (* indicates connecting church): 
 

Glyndon, Glyndon, MD 

Mount Gilead, Reisterstown, MD 

Piney Grove, Reisterstown, MD 

Pleasant Hill, Owings Mills, MD 

Reisterstown, Reisterstown, MD 

Saint Luke, Reisterstown, MD 

Ward’s Chapel, Randallstown, MD* 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

https://www.bwcumc.org/100-at-100/creating-vital-change/


 

 

 
 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

Online

 Prayer Mtg.

7:00 PM

4  Holy Communion 5 6 7 8 9 10
One service Bible Study Yard Sale set-up

at 10:00 am 10:00 am 9:00 AM Yard Sale

8a-12p

7:00 pm

7:00 p Vitality Men's Dinner at Oscar's 4-H 7:00 PM
Pathways  (youth room)

11Praise & Worship 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday  ---------------BWC Annual Conference ---------------

One service Bible Study Food Pantry 
at 10:00 am 10:00 am 9am-11am

Yoga class (narthex) Liberty Goodtimers

Worship Committee 11:15 am 6:30 PM 11:30 am

Lamplighter deadline

18   Heifer Sunday 19 20 21 22 23 24

One service Bible Study Star Fellowship 
at 10:00 am 10:00 am 12:00 PM

SPRC 7:00 PM

7:00 p Vitality
Pathways

25 26 27 28 29 30

One service Bible Study
at 10:00 am 10:00 am

May 2025



 
 

 

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church 
11023 Liberty Road 
Randallstown, MD 21133 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YARD SALE 
Saturday, May 10 

8 am to 12 pm  
Indoors - Rain or Shine 

Household items, toys, clothing, books, 
 food, and much more. 

Profits will support the Food Pantry of 
Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church 

 


