
 

 

 

 
The Lamplighter January 2026 

Dear Wards Chapel Families, 

 

     Many of us start the year by making plans: goals for our work, our family, our health, or our 

finances. These are important. Yet as your pastor, I gently invite you to look beyond plans for 

yourself and to reflect on your spiritual journey as well. Where is God leading you this year? 

What kind of faith do you hope to grow? A new year is not only about doing more, but about 

becoming more rooted in Christ. 

     As a church, we also follow a shared rhythm through the liturgical calendar, which begins 

not in January, but on Advent Sunday. Advent marks the start of the church year and invites us 

into a season of waiting, preparation, and hope. From Advent, we move through Christmas, 

Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and eventually into what we call Ordinary Sundays, not 

“ordinary” because they are unimportant, but because they help us live out our faith faithfully in 

everyday life. This calendar shapes our worship, our preaching, and our spiritual focus as a 

community. 

     We begin the liturgical year with Advent for a meaningful reason: it starts with a promise. 

The promise that a baby would come—Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us. The story begins 

not with power or achievement, but with humility and love. This reminds us that Jesus is the 

center of our life and faith, not our schedules, accomplishments, or anxieties. Every year, the 

church intentionally begins again with this truth, grounding us in what truly matters. 

     We often say, “Time moves so fast.” We notice it when our children grow, when students 

graduate, or when we ourselves enter a new season of life. We find ourselves saying, “Is it really 

happening already? How did time pass so quickly?” At the beginning of this year, I want to 

offer a gentle spiritual reminder: pause and ask yourself—What is my goal? Where am I 

going? What hope am I living by? These are not questions we ask every day, but January 

gives us a sacred opportunity to ask them honestly and prayerfully. May this year be one where 

you set not only plans, but hope-filled spiritual intentions for your life. 

     I pray that 2026 will be a wonderful, meaningful, and exciting year for you and your family. 

May God guide your steps, deepen your faith, and fill your journey with grace and hope. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Steven Cho 



 

*********************************************** 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES 
 

 

TRUSTEES 
 

The Trustees are hoping to present a proposal 
to the Church Council this month that will cover the 
installation of security cameras for the building.  We 
have received five estimates with varied 
suggestions.  The costs range from $5,000 to 
$33,000 and from 4 cameras to 13 cameras, all 
varying in capability.  A chart has been made to try 
to make an apples-to-apples comparison.  We are 
checking with our insurance carrier to see if there 
are any savings available for having additional 
security on our building. 

As always, please let me know if there are ever 
any building issues which need to be addressed. 
 

Thanks, 
Bridget 

*********************************************** 
 

PROGRAM MINISTRIES 
 

MISSIONS 
 

Auction 
 

It is time to start getting excited about the 

2026 Mission Auction!!! 
Donations will be accepted for the 2026 auction 

beginning January 4 and can be placed in one of the 
Sunday School rooms downstairs by the elevator. 
The room is labeled. 
The Live Auction will be held on Saturday, February 
28th.  The donation process is the same as last year.  
We will continue to accept new and gently used 
items as well as baked goods, handcrafted items, gift 
certificates from businesses, and services.  Please be 
creative.   

Label all items with a donation form. Forms can 
be found at the drop off area, on the Ward’s Chapel 
website, and towards the end of this newsletter or 
you may use a sheet of paper containing the 
following information: 

• Donor Name and Donor Email or Telephone 
#  

• A list of the items you are donating and a 
little descriptive information that will help 
attract bids. 

If you prefer to email this information to 
wardschapelauction@gmail.com, label all items with 
your name. 

Please no electronics or clothing.  If you are 
unsure whether or not your item is appropriate for 
our auction, donate the item and the missions team 
will decide.  Anything not used in the auction will be 
held for the yard sale that will be held later in the 
year unless you want it returned to you. 

Please turn in all items and forms prior to 
February 15, 2026.  The exception is baked goods, 
which should be turned in the day of the auction, 
but notification of items you will bring is still needed 
by February 15. 

Contact me, Laurie Bateman, if you have any 
questions or would like to help with the auction in 
any way.  Contact info: 
wardschapelauction@gmail.com or call my cell (in 
the church directory). 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Food Pantry 

 

We are so grateful for the 
MANY donations of food items, 
money, and gift cards to our Food 
Pantry.   

Please check expiration dates 
before you donate!  

 

Extras needed for this month: 
o Toothbrushes 
o Toothpaste 

 
 

Keep in mind, we will take donations of any 
nearly new items such as clothes, towels, sheets, 
blankets, etc.!  

Remember students can receive volunteer 
hours for helping at the food pantry so if you are 
interested please contact Wendy at 
wrmille@gmail.com or texting/calling our Food 
Pantry number 410-756-0665. Thanks so much! 

 

Wendy Miller 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRESCHOOL 

 

Happy New Year to all!  We hope 
that the holiday season was good you.  
Now that the joy (or chaos in some 
cases) of the holiday season is behind 
us, we are looking toward some 
uninterrupted time to spend on 

instruction – except for the much-wished for snow 
day. 

January’s themes for the classes include 
weather, winter, solid/liquid/gas, and animals in 

mailto:wardschapelauction@gmail.com


 

winter.  The Irvine Nature Center will be visiting the 
children to present an in-house program called All 
about Animals.  They will usually bring a raptor or 
bird, a mammal (hedgehog, rabbit, guinea pig or 
opossum), snakes, and other small critters.  The 
children will have the opportunity to investigate 
through this hands-on experience.   The 3s will 
make Stone Soup, complete with a real stone, and 
the 4s will talk about healthy bodies. 

It’s hard to believe, but we’re already preparing 
for the 2026-2027 school year.  Registration for 
reenrollment of current preschool families will begin 
on Tuesday, January 13.  Open enrollment will 
begin that Thursday.  If you know any families with 
preschool-aged children who may be interested, 
please have them contact the office at 410-922-
6595 to place their child on the mailing list. 
 
Enjoy the beautiful winter weather, 
Ms. Bridget 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 Thank you for your generosity with the Mitten 
Tree. We collected 60 items for the youth of 
Everstand. 
 
 

Julie 
 

*********************************************************** 
 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
Please pray for those who are not able to join us 

for worship due to health issues.  
 

Barbara Hartman – at home 
Bert Rushing – Golden Crest Assisted Living 
Diana Balick – at home 
Janet Feezer – at home 
Janis Miller – at Future Care Old Court 
Jean Haines – at Homewood at Plum Creek 
Lulu Karagjozi – Lorien Encore  
Margaret Hare – Augsburg Senior Living 
 

********************************************************** 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A big thank you to all who helped with the 2025 
Fellowship Cookie Bake and we hope everyone 

enjoyed their time together! 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Food Pantry:  Thank you to 4-H for the donation of 
dry soup mix for our food pantry.  
 

Thank you to all of our volunteers throughout the year. 
We couldn’t do it without you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated food, money 
and gift cards four our food pantry families! They do 
appreciate it. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A coloring page for you or a young friend: 

 
 



 

The following pages are thank-you letters received  

in response to donations from our Missions Committee: 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

Support the Preschool and order some subs  
for Super Bowl weekend! 

 

 
 



 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

Office closed

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Holy Communion

Bible Study 10 am

6:30 p Flexibility class 4-H 7:00 PM

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Bible Study 10 am

11:15 am Worship Finance 6:30 pm Liberty Goodtimers Food Pantry 

Committee Church Council Lunch Bunch 9am-11am

7:00 PM 12 pm at NY Pizzeria

6:30 pm Yoga class Lamplighter

Deadline

18   Heifer Sunday 19 20 21 22 23 24

Bible Study 10 am

6:30 p Flexibility class

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Bible Study 10 am

6:30 pm Yoga class

January 2026



 
 

 

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church 
11023 Liberty Road 
Randallstown, MD 21133 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE EVENT OF WINTRY WEATHER… 
you may contact the church office 

 where the message will be updated. 
Notification of closings and 

cancellations also will be emailed, 
posted on the church website, 

and posted on Facebook. 

 
Office: 410-922-6556 

Email: wardschapel@verizon.net 
Website: www.wardschapel.org 

Facebook: Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church 


