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Sisters and Brothers,

Over the past few weeks, I have heard several comments and questions from members regarding
the HUB that is currently forming. [ appreciate these conversations and would like to take a
moment to explain clearly what the HUB is and what we can expect from it. The HUB is a new
structure that the Annual Conference began last year. It is not an administrative system, nor is it
intended to replace or control local churches. Rather, it exists so that local congregations can
support one another and work together more faithfully during challenging times.

Wards Chapel is part of the Reisterstown HUB, which includes seven churches: Glyndon,
Reisterstown, Pleasant Hill, Mount Gilead, Saint Luke, Piney Grove, and Wards Chapel. These
churches remain distinct communities, yet we are intentionally connected to encourage
collaboration and mutual care.

The HUB meets in several ways. Pastors gather monthly, and there is also a quarterly meeting that
includes laity. During this initial season, however, we are working with a smaller planning group
(usually one pastor and two or three lay leaders) to allow for deeper conversation and thoughtful
planning. This is a temporary structure for discernment. In the future, there will be larger HUB
gatherings where members from all churches are invited to come together for fellowship and
shared ministry.

At its heart, the HUB is about supporting one another and finding effective ways to serve our
communities together. This approach is already bearing fruit. Our “No Hibernating” event is a great
example. Through the HUB, we connected with a faithful member from Pleasant Hill who joyfully
joined us in this effort, (Knitting and Crocheting). It is truly a blessing to see local churches working
together in such life-giving ways.

I value clear and open communication, and I believe it strengthens trust within our church. If you
have any questions about the HUB or about what we are planning, please feel free to reach out. I
will be glad to listen and respond. For your information, the next HUB meeting with clergy and laity
will be held here at Wards Chapel on February 15 at 1:00 PM.

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Steven Cho
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ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES

FINANCE

Please find the latest update near the end of
the newsletter.

Bill Showman, Chair

TRUSTEES

The Trustees have selected a company for the
installation of a security camera system — WR
Integration located in Fallston. At a cost of
approximately $16,000, the system will cover the
church grounds and doors with 4K cameras and an
on-site hard drive. We will have 11 cameras
stationed around the building, including covering
the sanctuary doors and a long-distance camera for
the parking lot.

Other than the security system, it's only been
day-to-day maintenance for our beautiful building.
As always, please feel free to contact me if you
experience an issue with the building.

Thanks,
Bridget
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PROGRAM MINISTRIES
MISSIONS

Auction

It is time to start getting excited about the 2026
Mission Auction!!!

Donations will be accepted for the 2026 auction
beginning January 4 and can be placed in one of
the Sunday School rooms downstairs by the
elevator. The room is labeled.

The Live Auction will be held on Saturday, February
28th. The donation process is the same as last year.
We will continue to accept new and gently used
items as well as baked goods, handcrafted items,
gift certificates from businesses, and services.
Please be creative.

Label all items with a donation form. Forms can
be found at the drop off area, on the Ward's Chapel
website, and towards the end of this newsletter or
you may use a sheet of paper containing the
following information:

e Donor Name and Donor Email or Telephone
#

e Alist of the items you are donating and a
little descriptive information that will help
attract bids.

If you prefer to email this information to
wardschapelauction@gmail.com, label all items
with your name.

Please no electronics or clothing. If you are
unsure whether or not your item is appropriate for
our auction, donate the item and the missions team
will decide. Anything not used in the auction will
be held for the yard sale that will be held later in
the year unless you want it returned to you.

Please turn in all items and forms prior to
February 15, 2026. The exception is baked goods,
which should be turned in the day of the auction,
but notification of items you will bring is still
needed by February 15.

Contact me, Laurie Bateman, if you have any
questions or would like to help with the auction in
any way. Contact info:
wardschapelauction@gmail.com or call my cell (in
the church directory).

+++++++++++++++ 4

Food Pantry

We are so grateful for the MANY
donations of food items, money, and
gift cards to our Food Pantry.

Please check expiration dates
before you donate!

Extras needed for this month:
o noodles
o broth

Keep in mind, we will take donations of any
nearly new items such as clothes, towels, sheets,
blankets, etc.!

Remember students can receive volunteer
hours for helping at the food pantry so if you are
interested please contact Wendy at
wrmille@gmail.com or texting/calling our Food
Pantry number 410-756-0665. Thanks so much!

Wendy Miller
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PRESCHOOL

Last month, we held
registration for the 26-27 school year.
For next year, we've decided to extend
the day to 12:00 p.m. for the 3s & 4s.
We currently have 4/12 spaces filled in
the 2s, 11/15 spots taken for the 3s, and 14/15
enrolled in the 4s. Almost all children are returning
with only a few exceptions.

We're hoping we've had a successful Super
Bowl Sub Sale! Thank you to all the church
members who have placed orders in support of the
Preschool! We'll all make an attempt to enjoy the
day, despite the Raven’s choking again.

In February, we'll have our annual vision
screenings with the Freedom District Lions Club. To
show our thanks to the Lions, each year the
Preschool sponsors 2 holes or the beverage cart at
their annual golf outing. We are so appreciative of
the service they provide for us!

Because of the snow, we've rescheduled our
visit from the Irvine Nature Center to the end of this
month. All the children will have the opportunity to
touch and learn about different animals. The 4-
year-olds will visit the American Visionary Arts
Museum at the Inner Harbor to wrap up their unit
on art. Not that we limit our art experiences to just
a couple of weeks in February, but we do focus on
the fact that art can be anything creative. After
seeing several exhibits, the children will go to the
make-and-take studio to produce something
unique to bring home. This year, the project is
based on the artist Leonard Knight, who spent 10
years creating his hot air balloon to spread the
religious message “God is Love.” In this workshop,
students will create their own hot air balloon using
tissue paper, glue, and bling. Let's spread God's
love through art!

Looking forward to March, the 3s will be
going to the theatre to see Click, Clack, Moo Cows
That Type, a musical based on the popular Doreen
Cronin book. The 4s to visit the Carroll County
Public Library. We'll have conferences,
speech/language/hearing assessments, and get
ready for spring.

Ms. Bridget
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to join us
for worship due to health issues.

Barbara Hartman — at home

Bert Rushing — Golden Crest Assisted Living
Diana Balick — at home

Janet Feezer — at home

Janis Miller — at Future Care Old Court

Jean Haines — at Homewood at Plum Creek
Lulu Karagjozi — Lorien Encore

Margaret Hare — Augsburg Senior Living
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The R. Wayne Feezer Memorial Scholarship
offered by Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
honors the memory of Wayne, an active lifetime
member of the church, and is awarded annually
to church members pursuing post-secondary
education. Applicants are not limited to first-year
students, yet when funds are limited, first-year
applicants will be given priority. Scholarships of up
to $5,000 per academic year will be awarded based
on the following: church membership*, church
involvement, community service, academic record,
letters of recommendation, and financial need.

*Please note that to qualify for the scholarship,
the applicant must be a member of Ward's
Chapel United Methodist Church. Recipients of
the scholarship in the past, whose parents were
members, but were not members themselves, will
only be considered for future scholarships while
pursuing the same degree program as when initially
awarded the scholarship.

For any questions about membership or to join
WCUMC, contact Pastor Steven Cho.

Applications will be available at the church
office and on the website at:
https://www.wardschapel.org/scholarship.html by
February 15. Applications and all supporting
documentation must be submitted to the church
office no later than May 1. The number of
scholarships and the amount will be announced on
the first Sunday in June.

Preschool Prize Palooza!

Tickets will go on sale Monday, March 2 for our
annual Preschool Prize Palooza! Stop in the hallway
to see the growing number of beautiful prize
baskets. Tickets are still only $20. If you'd like to
purchase a ticket, please see Donna or me, or email
the office. We are accepting cash, checks or Zelle
payments.

Thank you in advance for your support!


https://www.wardschapel.org/scholarship.html
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The following info was taken from FBIl.gov (https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/scams-and-
safety/common-frauds-and-scams/elder-fraud)

Common Elder Fraud Schemes

Scammers targeting elder citizens may employ one or more of the following types of schemes:

Romance scam: Criminals pose as interested romantic partners on social media or dating websites to
capitalize on their elderly victims’ desire to find companions.

Tech support scam: Criminals pose as technology support representatives and offer to fix non-existent
computer issues. The scammers gain remote access to victims’ devices and sensitive information.

Grandparent scam: A type of confidence scam where criminals pose as a relative—usually a child or
grandchild—claiming to be in immediate financial need.

Government impersonation scam: Criminals pose as government employees and threaten to arrest
or prosecute victims unless they agree to provide funds or other payments.

Sweepstakes/charity/lottery scam: Criminals claim to work for legitimate charitable organizations to
gain victims’ trust. Or they claim their targets have won a foreign lottery or sweepstake, which they can
collect for a “fee.”

Home repair scam: Criminals appear in person and charge homeowners in advance for home
improvement services that they never provide.

TV/radio scam: Criminals target potential victims using illegitimate advertisements about legitimate
services, such as reverse mortgages or credit repair.

Family/caregiver scam: Relatives or acquaintances of the elderly victims take advantage of them or
otherwise get their money.

Protect Yourself
Recognize scam attempts and end all communication with the perpetrator.

Create a shared verbal family password or phrase that only you and your loved ones know.

Search online for the contact information (name, email, phone number, addresses) and the proposed
offer. Other people have likely posted information online about individuals and businesses trying to run
scams.

Resist the pressure to act quickly. Scammers create a sense of urgency to produce fear and lure
victims into immediate action.

Call the police immediately if you feel there is a danger to yourself or a loved one.

Be cautious of unsolicited phone calls, mailings, and door-to-door services offers.

Never give or send any personally identifiable information, money, gold or other precious metals,
jewelry, gift cards, checks, or wire information to unverified people or businesses.

Make sure all computer anti-virus and security software and malware protections are up to date. Use
reputable anti-virus software and firewalls.

Disconnect from the internet and shut down your device if you see a pop-up message or locked screen.
Pop-ups are regularly used by perpetrators to spread malicious software. Enable pop-up blockers to
avoid accidentally clicking on a pop-up.

Be careful what you download. Never open an email attachment from someone you don't know, and be
wary of email attachments forwarded to you.

Take precautions to protect your identity if a criminal gains access to your device or account.
Immediately contact your financial institutions to place protections on your accounts, and monitor your
accounts and personal information for suspicious activity.



https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/scams-and-safety/common-frauds-and-scams/elder-fraud
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/scams-and-safety/common-frauds-and-scams/elder-fraud

The following thank you note is from Everstand (formerly Board of Childcare):

January 16, 2026 EverSta ndm

ward's Chapel United Methodist Church Enriching Communities, One Family at a Time
11023 Liberty Rd
Randallstown, MD 21133-1036

Dear Ward's Chapel United Methodist Church,

Thank you for your 2025 gift of $500.00 in support of the people and programs at
Everstand. Our donors are the heart of everything we do, and your generosity and
compassion are transforming lives and strengthening communities. .

Everstand is more than our name, it's our commitment. We stand as a beacon for
youth and families, equipping them with vital tools that build resiliency for life's greatest
challenges. Thank you for helping us to stand beside, stand up for, and stand strong with
those we serve—it would not be possible without you!

By honoring the importance of celebration and connection, you helped bring true magic
to our youth, Your generosity extended far beyond gifts and gatherings—it gave them the
gift of feeling uplifted, worthy, and hopeful about the goodness that surrounds them.

Your generosity helps the children and families in our programs rise above challenges,
discover new possibilities, and move toward brighter, more hopeful futures.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Nasia D. Creamer
Annual Giving Manager, Everstand

[ PS - Wantto learn more about our mission and stay connected? Scan the QR

~

= code to the left for more information about Everstand, ways to get involved,

and links to all our social media accounts. "
Jrank Y for YOr Support |

Ploase consider this lotter an official receipt for your contribution. No

qoods or sorvices were provided in exchange for your donation. Our Baltimore Campus p 410-922-2100
Federal Tax identification Number is 52-0591554. Everstand is & 501(<)(3| 3300 Gaither Rd f 410-496-5620
tax-exempt organization under IRS Section 170(b){1)(iv] for both Federal Baltimore, MD 21244 everstand.org

and State tax purpases



Wards Chapel UMC Operating Fund
Year to Year Comparison as of Dec 25

YTD ncial Summary:

Offering compares favorable to 2024 offering with an increase of 12.2%. However, this large
increase is due to a one time gift. Excluding this gift our offering is $16,000 less than last
year (8% decrease) . This 8% decrease is much improved from the trend we were seeing all
year.

Ed/Ministries increase is related to Community Expense Events incurred this year.

The 9% increase in Blding/Grounds was caused by Insurance increases (52,000), Ground
Maintenance (54,900) and utilities (51,000}

Dgc_YTD Amounts
2024 | 2025 Incr/{Decr]
Total Gifts (sources): 2024 to 2025
Offering % 195198 |5 218915 | S5 23717 12.2%
Other Donations (note 1) 5 B2,150 |5 &1,400 (750}
Total Support to Operating Fund S 277348 |5 300315| $ 22967 Ba%
—— ] ——— T T
Expense;
Blding/Grounds § 77282 |5 84,700 5 7419 96%
Ed./Ministry $ 4823 |s5 826 3,423 T710%
Apportionments $ 36931 |5 38,326 1396 38%
Pastoral/Staff/Office S 185,645 | 5 187,945 2,300 1.2%
Total Expense S 304,681 |5 319218 5 14,537 4.8%
Operating Surplus (Deficit) 5 (27,332)| & (18,902)
Deficit Draw fram Wim B Martin Fund % 35000 S 25,000
Deficit with Drawdewn from Wm EMartinFund  § 7,668 $ 5,098
Available Cash on Hand 5 38917

note 1 - other donations censist of Preschool funding of S600 per month while school is in session,
Parsonage Endowment of 54,000 at the end of each quarter and R W Feezer Foundation annual gift.



February 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Bible Study 10 am
No Hibernating
6p - meal Online Prayer Mtg.
6:30 p - activities 7:00 PM
Trustees 7:00 pm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Bible Study 10 am
Liberty Goodtimers
Lunch Bunch Z2pm
No Hibernating 6:30 p Vitality Comm. 4-H7:00 PM
6p - meal Church Council Lamplighter
6:30 p - activities 7:00 pm Deadline
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Heifer Sunday Food Pantry
Bible Study 10 am 9am-1lam
No Hibernating SPRC 7:00 PM Ash Wednesday
6p - meal Service - 7 pm Men's Dinner at
6:30 p - activities Oscar's 7:00 pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

No Hibernating
6p - meal
6:30 p - activities

Bible Study 10 am

6.30 p Vitality Comm.

Star Fellowship
12:00 pm

Missions Auction
Doors Open at 4p
Bidding starts at 5p




Ward'’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133
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ANNUAL
AUCTION

U p roceeds beregf el ecce

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 28 P R I PSS
DOORS OPEN - 4:00 PM

e feed pareliveg, Ballcrntore Cowrtics
BIDDING BEGINS - 5:00 PM A siaticre Tk e 7o e S s
ez PHicaacore, Getdl elfees ocal cezdl

Glab Gl reaecalices.

Come on out, join the fun, and get some
great deals!

\

Only $2 to bid or bring
2 or more items for our Food Pantry.



