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Friends, as we begin this beautiful season, Advent invites us to slow down and remember
what this time is truly about. The word Advent comes from the Latin adventus, meaning “arrival,”
and for over fifteen hundred years Christians have used these weeks before Christmas to prepare
their hearts for the coming of Jesus. The earliest Advent practices began in 5th-century northern
[taly with prayer, fasting, and reflection, and soon churches across France and Rome adopted
similar customs. Over time, the season softened, but its heart remained the same: a time to
renew our faith, nurture hope, and look forward to Christ’s coming.

As Advent spread, it gathered beautiful symbols along the way. Evergreen wreaths
reminded believers of eternal life, and the Advent Wreath with its candles of Hope, Peace, Joy,
and Love, helped families mark each week on the journey toward Christmas. Later came the
Advent calendar, offering daily moments of prayer, kindness, and anticipation.

Throughout history Christians have celebrated Advent by praying more intentionally,
offering acts of kindness, lighting candles, decorating their homes, and sharing traditions that
turn our attention to the true meaning of Christmas. These practices help us pause in the midst
of a busy season and remember that Christ has come and Christ will come again.

At our church, we join this tradition in our own heartfelt way. Each Sunday we light the
Advent candles and reflect on the gifts they represent. We also invite you to bring a meaningful
item connected to the weekly theme, something that speaks to your story of hope, peace, joy, or

love. Together we listen, share, worship, and prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ’s
birth.

May this season fill your home with warmth, peace, and holy anticipation as we journey
toward Christmas together.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Steven Cho
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ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
FINANCE

Please find the latest update near the end of
the newsletter.

Bill Showman, Chair

TRUSTEES

Please remember, if you are with a group
that uses the building in the evening, all fire doors
should be closed and all lights should be turned off.
Fire doors have a red sign on both sides that say
‘Fire Door Keep Closed’. Thanks so much for
helping to keep our building safe.

The Trustees have had several small, but
needed, items taken care of in the past month. The
gutters on the entire building have been cleaned,
mulch was laid for the winter, a wireless access
point was installed in the Fellowship Hall (it still has
to be configured), and the light in the elevator was
fixed. In the parking lot, the sign at the entrance
that fell has been reinstalled, new signs for the
entrance/exit and the lower lot have been
purchased, and we will be installing “Handicapped
Parking Sundays Only” signs on posts by the
sidewalk. We need some additional handicapped
availability for Sundays.

Finally, we have six quotes for security
camera systems for the building. Now, it’s just a
matter of sorting through them and comparing
features and costs and making a choice.

Have a wonderful holiday!

Thanks,
Bridget
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PROGRAM MINISTRIES
MISSIONS

Food Pantry

We are so grateful for the MANY
donations of food items, money, and
gift cards to our Food Pantry.

Please check expiration dates
before you donate!

Extras needed for this month:
o $20 gift cards

Keep in mind, we will take donations of any
nearly new items such as clothes, towels, sheets,
blankets, etc.!

Remember students can receive volunteer
hours for helping at the food pantry so if you are
interested please contact Wendy at
wrmille@gmail.com or texting/calling our Food
Pantry number 410-756-0665. Thanks so much!

Wendy Miller

PRESCHOOL

| almost can’t believe that we'’re
at Christmas already! | feel like the
children just arrived for the year! In
reality, though, they're all well settled
and love being here at preschool. Our
staff make the learning experience so
fun for the children; it’'s hard for them not to have a
great time.

December, for the preschool, is all about the
Nativity Story. We introduce the players and small
portions of the story to the children so that they
have time to digest the significance of each part of
the tale and the role each person had in Jesus’
birth. We will have our Christmas programs the
week of December 15 and then return on January
5, 2026.

This month, in addition to the Nativity Story,
we’ll make Christmas cookies, a gingerbread
house, a gumdrop tree with Ms. Donna, and lots of
special ornaments for the families’ Christmas trees.
Even though my kids are 31 and 28, we still hang
those ornaments on the tree every year! There’s
nothing like a paper plate, glitter-covered angel to
really add some festiveness to the tree.

Merry Christmas!

Ms. Bridget

Samaritan's Purse-Thank you to everyone who
participated in Operation Christmas Child through
your time, donations and postage. We sent a total of
83 boxes from Sunday School, church members and
preschool families. We will warm many children's
hearts this Christmas, as they celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

Mitten Tree-We will be collecting any new winter
wear for the youth of Everstand (formerly Board of
Childcare) through December 14th. Most ages are 12
through 21, so please plan accordingly when buying
mittens/gloves and hats. The tree and a bin is located



in the narthex. Thank you for your support.
Julie
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to join us
for worship due to health issues.

Barbara Hartman — at home

Bert Rushing — Golden Crest Assisted Living
Diana Balick — at home

Janet Feezer — at home

Janis Miller — at Future Care Old Court

Jean Haines — at Homewood at Plum Creek
Lulu Karagjozi — Lorien Encore

Margaret Hare — Augsburg Senior Living
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our 3rd Annual Christmas Community Event is
scheduled for Saturday Dec 6th.

Plan to join us for crafts, a visit with Santa, food,
music & fellowship!

The R. Wayne Feezer Foundation will be placing
wreaths as part of Wreaths Across America in the
cemetery on Saturday, December 13 at 11am for
anyone who would like to help.

Journey to Joy:
Drive-Thru Live Nativity.
December 19, 20, 21 from 6pm-8 pm
First Fruits Farm
20431 Middletown Road
Freeland MD 21053

Lamplighters Mailed: The newsletter will be available
in the narthex for those who are at church most every
week.

If you receive the newsletter via postal mail and
would like to try it via emall, please email the church
office at wardschapel@verizon.net Thank you!

Angel Tree for Shut-ins: Once again we will be
doing an Angel Tree for our shut-ins to make sure
they receive a care package this Christmas season
from their church family. The tree will be on display
in the narthex starting Sunday, November 23'.

Each shut-in or family will be assigned a tag
with their name on it.

Members choose a tag (or more) from the tree and
create a care package and deliver it

to the recipient prior to Christmas. Most addresses
and contact information can be found in the
directory!

The goal is to make sure this Christmas
season each shut-in receives a special surprise
from our church family. Just a little something
letting them know they are being thought of and we
are wishing them a Merry Christmas.

Some ideas: Cards with a small trinket/gift,
Christmas flower, baked goods, a visit!!

Please make sure to deliver your item prior to
Christmas!
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The following pages are thank-you letters received
in response to donations from our Missions Committee:

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF CARROLL COUNTY

Fesnmisalnt « Horgrilead s Taneyioen - Syiooalls - Moga| sy

November 17, 2025

Ward's Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your generous $300 gift to support the Boys & Girls Clubs of Carroll
County. We are truly grateful for your continued commitment 1o our kids and familics,

We also want to once again acknowledge—and sincerely thank you for—the $1,000 vou
contributed this past spring for Summer Camp Scholarships. Your support ensured that more
children could enjoy a safie, enriching summer filled with learning, friendship, and fun.

Your ongoing generosity is a powerful reminder of what it looks like to invest in brighter futures,
Because of you, our Club members have aceess to caring mentors, a safe place to grow, and

opportunities that help them thrive,

Thank you for standing with us and for believing in the potential of every child we serve.
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The Boys & Girls Clubs of Carvoll County, fne. is @ 50J{c)3 non-profit organization. No goods or
services were given in exchange for this donation. Your donation is taz-deductible to the full extent
alfowed by lmw. Your gencrosity and support are greatly appreciated,

BGCCC is a great place for kids!
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November 18, 2025

Ward'’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generous commitment to CCF. Your
donation received on November 15, 2025 of $500, in
honor or Payton Qakley, helps The Children’s Cancer
Foundation, Inc. (CCF) achieve our vision for the day
when every child can be assured a healthy cancer-free
future.

Your sustaining support enables patients like Holly
Barton, from New Market, MD, diagnosed with leukemia
in 2021 to share her story today. Thanks to generosity
like yours, pediatric cancer research continues to
advance, allowing Holly to receive life-saving CAR-T cell
therapy in 2023, a method where her immune cells are genetically altered to
specifically target the cancer.

Today, Holly is in remission. Your giving helps make this possible—thank you!
With the federal research budget facing further cuts, even fewer dollars will
be spent on childhood cancer research this year, Investing in pediatric cancer
research through The Children’s Cancer Foundation means your dollars will be
in making a difference immediately, CCF has neither an endowment, nor a
marketing budget. All dollars received today are invested in labs and
programs this year.

Itis up to all of us to offer hope for children facing a diagnosis of cancer.

On behaif of CCF and all children who are impacted by cancer, | thank you.
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Sincerely, o d'b s |
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Tasha Museles

President No goods of services wore provded fer this donation
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5570 Sterrett Place #204 Columbia MD 21044
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pelreve In Tomorrow

Chivdren's Foundation

November 18, 2025

Ward's Chapel Unsted Mathodist Church
Rev. Dr. Staven Sunghwan Cheo

11023 Liberty Road

Randalistown, MD 21133.1012

Dasr Sieven and the Misslon Team,

Thank you anc Ward's Chapel United Methodist Church so much for your very kind conlribution in honor of Payton
Oakley and in support of the chidren and families that we serve, Please note tatl this fetter is your receipl for fax
PUIPOSES.

Your gift creates a wonderful eppartunity for us to continue the fuiiment of our Baiieve In Tomorow mission. It anables
us 1o grow and reach more crtically il childran with our award-winning programs that help familes navigase the sirassfy|
workl of lengthy medical treatments and hospial stays. We balieva In kaeping families together dwring & child's madical
cnisls, and that the gentie cagenca of normal family ie has a powerful influence on the heang process. Your support
makes that possible.

‘We greatly appreciate you and your partnership in our mission. Aad we hope that your year i< filed with peace, good
heakh, and happiness.

Wan Gratitude,
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a young friend. Merry Christmas!

A coloring page for you or




Wards Chapel UMC Operating Fund
Year to Year Comparison as of Oct 25

YTD Financial Summary:

Offering compares favorable to 2024 offering with an increase of 8.4%. However, this large
increase is due to a one time gift. Excluding this gift our offering is $26,600 less than last
year (17% decrease) .

Ed/Ministries increase is related to Community Expense Events incurred this year,

407% of Building and Grounds increase is related to timing difference of when the bills are
submitted, The remaining increase is due to increases in BGE, Pest Control , Ground
Maintenance and additional snow removal charges in 2025. The Trustees are changing
processes to reduce Pest Control and BGE usage. Snow removal is solely controlled by the
weather.

Oct_YTD Amounts
2024 2025 Ince/(Decr
Total Gifts (sources): 2024 to 2025
Offering S 158420 (S 171,776 $ 13357 B84%
Other Donations (note 1) $ 16,950 |S 16,200 (750)
Total Support to Operating Fund $ 175370 |$ 187,976 | $ 12,607 7.2%
Expense:
Blding/Grounds S 54,890 |$ 61,445 S 6,555 11.9%
Ed./Ministry S 4155|S$ 6,291 2,136 514%
Apportionments $ 30,776 | S 31,939 1,163 33%
Pastoral/Staff/Office S 152,582 | § 155,618 3,037 2.0%
Total Expense S 242,402 | § 255,293 12,891 53%
Operating Surplus (Deficit) $ (67,032)| S (67,317)
Deficit Draw from Wm B Martin Fund S 35000 $ 25,000
Deficit with Drawdown from Wm B Martin Fund S (32,032) 5 (42,317)
Available Cash on Hand S (9,497)

note 1 - other donations consist of Preschool funding of S600 per month while school is in session,
Parsonage Endowment of $4,000 at the end of each quarter and R W Feezer Foundation annual gift.




December 2025

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Bible Study
10:00 am Christmas Pourty
Conmwmunily tEvent
Missions 6:30 pm | Online Prayer Mtg. 2-4 pmy
Flexibility class 6:30 Vitality 7:00 pm 7:00 PM 4-H 7:00 PM
7 Holy Communion|8 9 10 11 12 13
Sunday Bible Study
10:00 am Wreaths Across
Finance 6:30 PM Liberty Goodtimers America (cemetery)
Church Council 12:00 pm 11 am
Yoga class 6:30 pm 7:00 PM Lamplighter
Deadline
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Bible Study
10:00 am Food Pantry
11:15 a Worship 9am-1lam
Committee Flexibility class 6:30
21 Heifer Sunday |22 23 24 25Merry Christmas! 26 27
Office Closed 7
Christmas Eve // \\\
Candlelight Service A
Yoga class 6:30 pm 7 pm S {‘ S\\\., é '
28 29 30 31




Ward'’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133
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Christmas
~ Community

Event

Wards Chapel UMC
Saturday, December 6

2:00-3:00 p.m.
A Visit with Santa & Crafts

3:00-4:00 p.m.
Food, Music & Fellowship




