
 

 

 

 
The Lamplighter December 2025 

 

Friends, as we begin this beautiful season, Advent invites us to slow down and remember 
what this time is truly about. The word Advent comes from the Latin adventus, meaning “arrival,” 
and for over fifteen hundred years Christians have used these weeks before Christmas to prepare 
their hearts for the coming of Jesus. The earliest Advent practices began in 5th-century northern 
Italy with prayer, fasting, and reflection, and soon churches across France and Rome adopted 
similar customs. Over time, the season softened, but its heart remained the same: a time to 
renew our faith, nurture hope, and look forward to Christ’s coming. 

As Advent spread, it gathered beautiful symbols along the way. Evergreen wreaths 
reminded believers of eternal life, and the Advent Wreath with its candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, 
and Love, helped families mark each week on the journey toward Christmas. Later came the 
Advent calendar, offering daily moments of prayer, kindness, and anticipation. 

Throughout history Christians have celebrated Advent by praying more intentionally, 
offering acts of kindness, lighting candles, decorating their homes, and sharing traditions that 
turn our attention to the true meaning of Christmas. These practices help us pause in the midst 
of a busy season and remember that Christ has come and Christ will come again. 

At our church, we join this tradition in our own heartfelt way. Each Sunday we light the 
Advent candles and reflect on the gifts they represent. We also invite you to bring a meaningful 
item connected to the weekly theme, something that speaks to your story of hope, peace, joy, or 
love. Together we listen, share, worship, and prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ’s 
birth. 

May this season fill your home with warmth, peace, and holy anticipation as we journey 
toward Christmas together. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

 
Pastor Steven Cho 



 

*********************************************** 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES 
 

FINANCE 
 

Please find the latest update near the end of 
the newsletter. 

 

Bill Showman, Chair 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

Please remember, if you are with a group 
that uses the building in the evening, all fire doors 
should be closed and all lights should be turned off.  
Fire doors have a red sign on both sides that say 
‘Fire Door Keep Closed’.  Thanks so much for 
helping to keep our building safe. 

The Trustees have had several small, but 
needed, items taken care of in the past month.  The 
gutters on the entire building have been cleaned, 
mulch was laid for the winter, a wireless access 
point was installed in the Fellowship Hall (it still has 
to be configured), and the light in the elevator was 
fixed. In the parking lot, the sign at the entrance 
that fell has been reinstalled, new signs for the 
entrance/exit and the lower lot have been 
purchased, and we will be installing “Handicapped 
Parking Sundays Only” signs on posts by the 
sidewalk. We need some additional handicapped 
availability for Sundays. 

Finally, we have six quotes for security 
camera systems for the building. Now, it’s just a 
matter of sorting through them and comparing 
features and costs and making a choice. 
Have a wonderful holiday! 
 

Thanks, 
Bridget 

*********************************************** 
 

PROGRAM MINISTRIES 
 

MISSIONS 
 

Food Pantry 
 

We are so grateful for the MANY 
donations of food items, money, and 
gift cards to our Food Pantry.   

Please check expiration dates 
before you donate!  

 

Extras needed for this month: 
o $20 gift cards 

 
 

Keep in mind, we will take donations of any 
nearly new items such as clothes, towels, sheets, 
blankets, etc.!  

Remember students can receive volunteer 
hours for helping at the food pantry so if you are 
interested please contact Wendy at 
wrmille@gmail.com or texting/calling our Food 
Pantry number 410-756-0665. Thanks so much! 

 

Wendy Miller 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRESCHOOL 

 

I almost can’t believe that we’re 
at Christmas already!  I feel like the 
children just arrived for the year!  In 
reality, though, they’re all well settled 
and love being here at preschool. Our 
staff make the learning experience so 

fun for the children; it’s hard for them not to have a 
great time.   

December, for the preschool, is all about the 
Nativity Story. We introduce the players and small 
portions of the story to the children so that they 
have time to digest the significance of each part of 
the tale and the role each person had in Jesus’ 
birth.  We will have our Christmas programs the 
week of December 15 and then return on January 
5, 2026. 

This month, in addition to the Nativity Story, 
we’ll make Christmas cookies, a gingerbread 
house, a gumdrop tree with Ms. Donna, and lots of 
special ornaments for the families’ Christmas trees.  
Even though my kids are 31 and 28, we still hang 
those ornaments on the tree every year! There’s 
nothing like a paper plate, glitter-covered angel to 
really add some festiveness to the tree.   
Merry Christmas! 
 

Ms. Bridget 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

Samaritan's Purse-Thank you to everyone who 
participated in Operation Christmas Child through 
your time, donations and postage. We sent a total of 
83 boxes from Sunday School, church members and 
preschool families. We will warm many children's 
hearts this Christmas, as they celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. 
 

Mitten Tree-We will be collecting any new winter 
wear for the youth of Everstand (formerly Board of 
Childcare) through December 14th. Most ages are 12 
through 21, so please plan accordingly when buying 
mittens/gloves and hats. The tree and a bin is located 



 

in the narthex. Thank you for your support.  
 

Julie 
 

*********************************************************** 
 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
Please pray for those who are not able to join us 

for worship due to health issues.  
 

Barbara Hartman – at home 
Bert Rushing – Golden Crest Assisted Living 
Diana Balick – at home 
Janet Feezer – at home 
Janis Miller – at Future Care Old Court 
Jean Haines – at Homewood at Plum Creek 
Lulu Karagjozi – Lorien Encore  
Margaret Hare – Augsburg Senior Living 
 

********************************************************** 
 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our 3rd Annual Christmas Community Event is 
scheduled for Saturday Dec 6th. 

Plan to join us for crafts, a visit with Santa, food, 
music & fellowship! 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The R. Wayne Feezer Foundation will be placing 
wreaths as part of Wreaths Across America in the 
cemetery on Saturday, December 13 at 11am for 
anyone who would like to help.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Journey to Joy: 
Drive-Thru Live Nativity. 

December 19, 20, 21 from 6pm-8 pm 
First Fruits Farm 

20431 Middletown Road 
Freeland MD 21053 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Lamplighters Mailed: The newsletter will be available 
in the narthex for those who are at church most every 
week. 

  If you receive the newsletter via postal mail and 
would like to try it via email, please email the church 
office at wardschapel@verizon.net Thank you! 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Angel Tree for Shut-ins: Once again we will be 
doing an Angel Tree for our shut-ins to make sure 
they receive a care package this Christmas season 
from their church family. The tree will be on display 
in the narthex starting Sunday, November 23rd. 

Each shut-in or family will be assigned a tag 
with their name on it.   
Members choose a tag (or more) from the tree and 
create a care package and deliver it 
to the recipient prior to Christmas.  Most addresses 
and contact information can be found in the 
directory! 

The goal is to make sure this Christmas 
season each shut-in receives a special surprise 
from our church family. Just a little something 
letting them know they are being thought of and we 
are wishing them a Merry Christmas.   

Some ideas: Cards with a small trinket/gift, 
Christmas flower, baked goods, a visit!! 
Please make sure to deliver your item prior to 
Christmas!  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The following pages are thank-you letters received  

in response to donations from our Missions Committee: 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

A coloring page for you or a young friend. Merry Christmas! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

Bible Study

10:00 am Christmas Party

Community Event

Missions 6:30 pm Online Prayer Mtg. 2-4 pm

Flexibility class 6:30 Vitality 7:00 pm 7:00 PM 4-H 7:00 PM

7 Holy Communion 8 9 10 11 12 13
Sunday Bible Study

10:00 am Wreaths Across

Finance 6:30 PM Liberty Goodtimers America (cemetery)

Church Council 12:00 pm 11 am

Yoga class 6:30 pm 7:00 PM Lamplighter

Deadline

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Bible Study

10:00 am Food Pantry 
11:15 a Worship 9am-11am

Committee Flexibility class 6:30

21  Heifer Sunday 22 23 24 25Merry Christmas! 26 27
Office Closed

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

Yoga class 6:30 pm 7 pm

28 29  30 31

December 2025



 
 

 

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church 
11023 Liberty Road 
Randallstown, MD 21133 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


