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I would like to thank everyone for the generous pastor’s appreciation gift that was presented
to me at the 8:30 am service on November 11th. I feel blessed to be part of such a loving and
thoughtful faith family.
Now that Thanksgiving is behind us it is time to gear up for Advent. The word “Advent” is
sometimes translated as the “arrival” or “coming” of a person, thing or event. If I were to tell you
that I am coming to your home, you might do something to prepare for my arrival; like turn off
the lights or leave home or hide in your basement (just kidding, I hope). However, the season of
Advent is when we are to prepare for the following things: the first coming of Our Lord at
Christmas, the continuous rebirth of Jesus in our hearts and our lives and lastly Jesus’ second
coming at the end of time.
In addition to all the excitement and chaos of this time of year, I hope you are able to set apart
some time to prepare your own heart for the coming of Jesus, this Advent and Christmas season.
It’s easy to fall into the mindset of trying to make this the best Christmas ever, or best Advent
ever, when, in reality, trying to do too much can lead to unhappiness and unrest. Rather try
choosing a few ways to prepare for and celebrate the birth of Christ and walk away from the rest
of the noise that is constantly trying to interrupt our lives.
This is a great time to invite your extended family, friends, and neighbors to worship with us.
It is an important time to remember those you know that are grieving, those that might be
feeling alone and sad. Invite them to church with you, invite them to come over and have some
hot chocolate with you. If those ideas require too much time and effort, then simply send a text
or call them and let them know you are thinking of them and want to connect with them. A
personal invitation is one of the best ways to make someone feel loved and welcomed so I hope
you will take the time to connect with others. I pray that you have a safe and joyful advent and
Christmas season.
May the peace and joy of Christ be with you, now and always.
Pastor Lisa

________________________________________________________
**********************************************

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
FINANCE
Please see the full page chart near the end
of the newsletter.
Bill Showman, Chair
**********************************************

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
MISSIONS
2019 Auction – Laura Bateman has agreed to
coordinate auction activities for March 2019.
More info to come later.
----------------------------------------------------------

NURTURE
Thanks to all who helped with the
refreshments for our Veterans Day celebration.
A special thank you to Melinda Dettmer for
organizing and displaying the pictures and
memorabilia .
Walk to Bethlehem is from 5-8 pm on Nov.
30-Dec. 2 at Glen Mar UMC in Ellicott City. It is
a meaningful way to begin the Christmas season
and for more information you can go on the
Glen Mar website. Our family attended several
years ago and we plan to go again this year.
Hope you can join us.
Hope you can help us with caroling to our
shut-ins on Sun., Dec. 9. We will share a little
lunch at 1:15 and plan to leave around 2 pm. If
you can join us, let Wendy know or just show
up. Then we will sing again at Arden Courts
beginning at 6:30 pm on Mon., Dec 10. The
residents enjoyed our caroling last year and
Butch was very pleased to see so many friends.

The Nurture committee is planning some
activities in January and February for our
church family. Keep an eye on the church
bulletins about card making and movie
watching.
Also, please check the announcements in
the weekly bulletin for updates regarding the
Community Small Groups!
I want to thank Melinda Dettmer for taking
over as chair for the Nurture committee. She
brings lots of enthusiasm and good ideas for
activities. Thanks Melinda! ~Carol Parker
Stephen Ministry
Congratulations to Melinda Dettmer! She
was commissioned as a Stephen Leader on
Sunday, November 4. We welcome her to the
leadership team. She also serves as a Stephen
Minister giving care to someone who is hurting.
Our next supervisory and continuing
education meeting will be Sunday, December 2,
4:30 pm.
Pauline Reisberg, Stephen Leader
----------------------------------------------------------

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Start your holiday shopping
early... RADA knives make great
gifts. They are 100% American
made and carry a lifetime
warranty. Look for the large display case and
latest catalog in the Fellowship Hall. We have a
large stock, or gift sets can be special ordered
and will arrive within a week's time. Contact
me if you are interested.
~ Cindy Reisberg

----------------------------------------------------------SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School invites all to participate in
the Family Advent activities Sunday, December
9 during the Sunday School hour (9:45am) in
the Fellowship Hall.

Also, we are collecting mittens/gloves, hats,
and scarves for the Board of Child Care through
December 9. A majority of the kids are
teenagers, so bigger sizes are needed. Our tree
will be located in the Sunday School alcove.
Come help us fill the tree!!
**********************************************

DECEMBER
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m.
Greeters:
Ushers:
Cindy Reisberg
Shirley Tucker
Norma Hong
Susan Farnum
11:00 a.m.
Greeters:
Ushers:
Cathy Collins
Mike Blank
Rita Maclary
Lynn Maclary
Anya Polikoff

thinking of them and keeping them in prayer,
along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Margaret Hare – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Butch Parker – Arden Courts
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel

-------------------------------------------------------Thanks: Thank you to everyone who walked or
donated to the walk in honor of Butch. We
raised over $4000 this year to help find the
cure. Thank you also to those of you who have
sent notes to Butch. He has enjoyed them and
will re-read them recalling good memories
about our church family. ~ Carol

_______________________________
__________________________________________________________

- to Melinda Dettmer for organizing the Veterans
Day memorabilia
- to Dave Hutchins for providing special music
for the 8:30 service
-to Donna Gill for all the behind-the-scenes work
she does to make the Cookie Bake happen
-to everyone who helped with the Cookie Bake

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to
join us for worship, due to health issues. You are
encouraged to send them a note of
encouragement or call to let them know you are

Commentary:
Misused words in church debates
By Bishop Michael J. Coyner
Oct. 25, 2018 | INDIANAPOLIS (UMNS)
reprinted with permission from the UM News
website
which can be found here:
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/comme
ntary-misused-words-in-churchdebates?fbclid=IwAR0yYHMn4Ov2ws_sdVLNNuxTXsaUzbassjZ9LljzdL28YQ
ev7bPaRORFTg

As I read the blogs, articles and even books
about the current debates in our United
Methodist Church leading up to the called
General Conference in 2019, I notice that many
words are being misused.
Here are a few:
ACCOUNTABILITY — Most people apply
this word to others, but not to themselves.
They want bishops to be more accountable, or
other clergy, or even whole jurisdictions, but
they seldom want to hold themselves
accountable. Two examples: congregations
who withhold apportionments to protest the
lack of accountability by others, and
individuals who choose to disobey the
Discipline as a protest but who do not accept
the consequences of their disobedience.
“Accountability” for a Christian means we all
must hold ourselves to the higher standards of
Christ-like behavior.
SCRIPTURE — Many people want to talk
about the “authority of Scripture” and accuse
others of not believing in the Bible, but what
they really mean is that other people disagree
with their particular interpretation of
Scripture. Christians of good faith can disagree
with the interpretations of Scripture while
maintaining their commitment to the authority
of Scripture.

CONFERENCE — Too many people refer to
the General Conference (or annual conference,
jurisdictional conference, or local church
conference) as if it were a business meeting or
political convention to which they go to vote
and win their particular point of view. But
“conference” refers to the process of seeking
God’s will together. It begins with the humble
attitude of saying, “I may be wrong, but here is
what I think. Let me hear what you think, and
then let us pray and seek God’s guidance for
our decision together.” Delegates going to
General Conference with their mind already
made up about any issue have disqualified
themselves from engaging in Christian
conferencing. Even worse, they are denying the
work of the Holy Spirit to guide the church.
UNITY — Too many people talk of unity as if
it were uniformity. Ironically, our two historic
documents (the Articles of Religion of the
former Methodist Church and the Confession
of Faith of the former Evangelical United
Brethren Church) explicitly state that it is not
required for us to have identical services or
practices in all of our churches. Rather, our
United Methodist Church was formed in 1968
with an understanding that there are
differences in cultural settings which require
different forms of ministry. Yet people today
talk about the need to “split” the church if we
cannot all be uniform.
MARRIAGE AND HOMOSEXUALITY —
The word “homosexual” does not exist in the
Bible (although the Bible does talk about sexual
practices and most strongly condemns rape,
pederasty, unfaithfulness and sexual idolatry.
The word “homosexual” was added into some
English translations of the Bible in 1946 and
since removed because it is not an accurate
translation of the two Greek words which were
combined to create that translation. The word
“homosexuality” also does not exist in our
foundational faith documents (The Articles of

Religion and the Confession of Faith). In fact,
the only place the word “marriage” is
mentioned in those documents is to indicate
that our clergy are allowed to be married. And
yet there are people who want to split the
church over issues of marriage and
homosexuality — even though they are not
salvation issues either in the Bible or in our
foundational faith documents.
WEDDINGS — Some of the disputes about
same-gender weddings seem to overlook the
obvious fact that in our United Methodist
Church a wedding is NOT a sacrament as it is
in the Roman Catholic Church. In fact, our
United Methodist clergy do not “marry”
anyone. We officiate over a ceremony where
two persons state their vows to one another
and marry each other.
JESUS — The name of Jesus is being misused
to justify various personal viewpoints, but the
actual teachings of Jesus are being ignored.
What did Jesus teach and preach? To seek first
the Kingdom of God. To obey the two Greatest
Commandments (to love God and neighbor).
To follow the only New Commandment he
gave us (“love one another as I have loved
you”). To treat the “least of these” as we would
treat Jesus. What did Jesus condemn? He most
strongly condemned self-righteousness and
religious hypocrisy, and yet his name is being
used for those very purposes.
MONEY — More than one-third of the
teachings of Jesus are about money, including
those teaching us to be generous and warning
us not to be possessed by our possessions. And
yet our United Methodist Church is spending
millions of dollars to have a General
Conference and the various caucus groups are
spending untold amounts of money (they don’t
have to give an accounting to anyone outside
their groups) to persuade delegates to vote
their positions. One cannot help but ask the
question: Is this money being spent in ways to

advance the Kingdom of God or just to argue
over human institutional issues?
Here are some words I would like to hear
more often as we move toward the General
Conference: LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE,
KINDNESS, GENTLENESS, HUMILITY and
SELF-CONTROL (the fruit of the Spirit from
Galatians 5:22-23).
Bishop Coyner retired in 2016, having led the
Indiana Conference for 12 years.
News media contact: Vicki Brown, news editor,
newsdesk@umcom.org or 615-742-5469. To read
more United Methodist news, subscribe to the free
Daily or Weekly Digests.
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Chairperson: Charlie Dell
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Blank
2. Lay Leadership Representative: Kim Winand
3. Communications Representative: Clarice Thresher (staff)*
4. Church Records and History: Wayne Reisberg
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(2019) Kim Winand, Charlie Dell, Barbara Charnock (Lay
Leader)
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Lay Leader: Barbara Charnock
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B. Preschool Representative: Bridget Wetzel
C. Christian Education Coordinator: Julie Weller
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f. Lisa Barry, Lay Readers and Liturgists
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representative)*, Mary Meadows
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coordinator), Pauline Reisberg (Stephen Ministry
coordinator)
F.
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Shirley Tucker (Liberty Goodtimers)
Mike Thresher (FLL – Robo Nerds 2555)
Teachers (listed for information):
Barbara Charnock (Young Adults),
Ron Weller (Younger Adults),
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Sunday

Monday

30

31

2
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Tuesday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

Bible Study 10 am

11

12
Bible Study 10 am

Christmas caroling
(lunch at 1:15,
Christmas caroling
leave church at 2) at Arden Cts at 6:30pm

Oakland Manor 2 PM
16 Heifer Sunday 17
Choir 12:15 pm

Thursday

1

4

Canned Food
Collection
Choir 12:15 pm
Stephen Ministry
Supervisory Grp 4:30
UMYF 7:00 pm
9 Family Advent
10
Project 9:45AM
Choir 12:15 pm

Wednesday

Liberty Good Timers
11:30 AM

Feed My Sheep
at Wesley Freedom
10-1

Lamplighter
Deadline

18

19
Bible Study 10 am

Lessons & Carols
Time TBA
UMYF 7:00 PM

23
Choir 12:15 pm

24
2pm Youth-led Svc.
11 pm Candlelight
Service

25

26

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Christmas Eve
Services
December 24
2pm Family Service
11 pm Candlelight Service

