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Many of you probably are not aware that the Council of Bishops of the UMC has called a special
session of the General Conference of the UMC to be held on February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.
The reason for holding this special session will be to receive and to act on the report from the
Commission on a Way Forward. The 32-member commission was tasked with doing a complete
examination and possible revision of the paragraph(s) of the Book of Discipline concerning human
sexuality and explores options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. To see the
completed report (93 pages long) please go to (http://www.bwcumc.org/resources/commission-on-away-forward/) and scroll through to the bottom of the page for downloading instructions.
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, the Bishop of the Baltimore-Washington Conference, has requested that
our church members be informed about the four-day meeting and as we draw nearer that we engage in
prayer for the outcome and the future of the United Methodist Church. Our denomination began
struggling about human sexuality since restrictive language was placed in the Book of Discipline in 1972.
After Christmas we will begin including the special session of General Conference in our weekly prayers
and I hope you will in your daily prayers. After the February meeting I will inform our congregation of
the outcome and what happens next. In this newsletter I have included Bishop Easterling’s letter to the
congregations of the Baltimore-Washington Conference as well as an overview of the proposals for the
General Conference. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
May God guide us in this discernment process,
Pastor Lisa
A Word from the Bishop: We Can Remain Together - Why I Support the One Church Plan
By Bishop LaTrelle Easterling
Families are often torn apart by divorce. Persons who once had love and concern for each other, spent holidays and
celebrations together, who claimed one another beyond bloodlines suddenly, are not speaking at all. Persons once so close
you couldn’t slide a piece of paper between them now act like total strangers. Yes, I know some families have been able to
rise above this kind of rancor, but all too often that is not the case.
Another common facet of divorce is a fixation on something such as custody of children, a portion of a retirement, or real
property. Perhaps without even articulating it, that something becomes understood as the prize, and whoever wins that
prize has “won” the divorce.
It feels like The United Methodist Church is in this position. No, there has not been a divorce, but some have resigned
themselves to the belief that we have irreconcilable differences. And the fixation that grips this family, the “thing” that
must be won in this situation, is who is right concerning human sexuality. At times, it seems as though whoever emerges
victorious on this debate will have “won.” But, sometimes, winning is really losing.
What the Bible does or does not say concerning homosexuality has been debated ad nauseam. Biblical scholars on all sides
of the debate have conducted exegetical, historical, and doctrinal analyses and arrived at differing conclusions. Deeply
committed Christ-followers who have combed the texts, engaged in faithful study and prayed for inspired understanding
have also arrived at varied conclusions. General Conference after General Conference has seen delegates proclaim that

they love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength and yet reach differing understandings of
scriptural teachings concerning human sexuality and same-gender relationships.
There are only a handful of texts that speak to the issue of same gender relationships, and a few more if you read the
Genesis account of creation as a mandate from the Creator concerning gender, love and marriage. Yet, these few texts
have caused more arguments, accusations of heresy and finger pointing than any of us can count. As I heard an episcopal
colleague lament, “When did we as United Methodists decide that human sexuality was the litmus test for godliness and
membership?”
I keep asking myself the exact same question.
The United Methodist Church has never required its members to walk in lock step theologically. The theological breadth
within our denomination has always provided enough room for varied perspectives. This has been especially true when it
comes to non-sacramental subjects. For instance, some believe the most important aspect of Christ’s existence for
salvation is his birth. Others believe it is the morality and obedience he exhibited during his life. Yet others place their
marker on his death, and still some believe salvation was not completed until the resurrection. While this divergence of
opinions might lend itself to raucous debates over lattes, in recent times it certainly has not led to threats of schism or
accusations of heresy.
It is my belief that we can maintain our unity beyond differing understandings of God’s intention for human sexuality. The
One Church Plan would allow us to do just that. It does not require unanimity of belief or action, but does permit
contextualization and allows persons to follow their theological convictions and conscience.
Is it perfect? No, it is not. But we have not arrived at perfection on the matters of gender and race either, although we
addressed them in 1956 and 1968, respectively. It would, however, rid us of charges and trials that deplete our resources
and curtail our focus on mission.
Some are concerned that it will create burdens for church membership, appointments and even episcopal assignments.
However, if we are completely honest, we already navigate those realities. Individuals and families find churches that meet
their needs; bishops and jurisdictional episcopal committees appoint and assign clergy balancing myriad factors; and our
Central Conferences contextualize as allowed by Discipline. In other words: we do not presently walk in lock
step with one another, and we are yet alive.
I am aware that for some, the One Church Plan does not go far enough because it would not guarantee all the benefits of
membership or allow for the ordination of all qualified candidates. That is true, but it does move us beyond a complete
restriction of the same.
Conversely, others argue that to condone homosexuality in any way is to condone sin based on their scriptural
interpretations. And yet, in our history we once supported slavery and prevented the ordination of women. Both of those
beliefs were justified by deeply held interpretations of Scripture that we no longer accept. In other words, we have
sometimes been wrong about scriptural interpretations.
Is it not possible that we are wrong again? Moreover, those who do believe it is wrong would not be required to perform
same-sex marriages, ordain or appoint gay or lesbian pastors.
We do not have to schism. We have a viable path forward that will offer contextualization, open our hearts, minds and
doors more widely, and retain the strength we have in mission and ministry. We do not have to end up in a theological
divorce. And, it isn’t about winning at all, it is about glorifying God.
As the Preamble to our Constitution states, “The church of Jesus Christ exists in and for the world, and its very dividedness
is a hindrance to its mission in that world.” May we not further that dividedness. May we be one in ministry to all the
world.
– Bishop LaTrelle Easterling

________________________________________________________
**********************************************

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
FINANCE
Please review the detailed schedule at the
end of the newsletter.
You should note in this schedule that
General Offering has decreased from last year
by 2.6% ($4,254) which is an improvement from
last month’s YTD figures. Since we have a cash
surplus there are sufficient funds to cover all
expenses anticipated for 2018. We estimate at
this current giving level we will have a deficit at
year-end of $6,200 which will draw down our
cash surplus.
This schedule also provides a year-end
forecast and comparison to our 2019 budget.
We plan to keep our overall 2019 expenditures
at the 2018 level.
Bill Showman, Chair
**********************************************

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
NURTURE
Charge Conference
Thank you to those who brought dessert for
the October 22 meeting.
Veteran's Day
On Sunday, November 11 we will be
honoring our veterans at Ward's Chapel at both
services. There will be a display in the narthex
area and special reconnection during the
services. Please join us following the 11 am
service in the narthex for finger sandwiches and
dessert. Thank you to Melinda Dettmer for
organizing this special day.
Walk To Bethlehem
Here is a wonderful way to start your
Advent Season so mark your calendars for
November 30 - December 2. Glen Mar Church
in Ellicott City celebrates the Walk to

Bethlehem from 5-8 pm each night. The event
is a free will offering and you may go to their
website for more information. Several of our
members have gone in past years and really
found it very inspiring. 4701 New Cut Rd,
Ellicott City 21043
Community Small Groups
Thank you to all who have expressed an
interest in participating in a Community
Small Group!
Keep checking your bulletins, we will be
planning a preliminary get together within the
upcoming weeks. We would like to encourage
you to try to attend this meeting as the “groups
involvement” is a vital key ingredient to making
small groups a success. We will be discussing
materials/books for the launch of our first
group, meeting times and frequency, format of
the group and setting our official first meeting
date!
With the holidays quickly approaching, the
thought at the moment is to hold off officially
starting the groups(s) until January (which is
only 2 months away!)
PLEASE BRING YOUR IDEAS FOR THE
GROUP WITH YOU to share at the preliminary
meeting!
Committee Members: Melinda Dettmer,
Barbara Charnock, Joy Dryer, Pastor Lisa,
Charlie Dell, Bridget Wetzel, Carol Parker
Stephen Ministry
Sunday, November 4, has been designated
as Stephen Ministry Sunday. We are happy to
commission Melinda Dettmer as our third
Stephen Leader. We invite you to come and
learn more about the Stephen Ministry program
and how individuals who are hurting can richly
benefit from it, As Stephen Ministers, we
depend on the Holy Spirit to guide us as we
listen and just "be there" for the care receiver.

-------------------------------------------------------

PRESCHOOL
As fall arrives with its seasonal
change, our students begin to

change as well. They’ve transformed from
children who were uncertain and hesitant in
their new classroom experiences to confident
preschoolers ready to learn.
The generosity of our preschool families has
again been evident in our Kids to Kids programs
this year. We collected four big boxes of school
supplies to distribute to Hernwood Elementary
and Arbutus Middle School in September. In
October, we collected outerwear plus new
underwear and socks for donation. This month,
we are collecting canned goods for the
Reisterstown food pantry. In December, we will
be collecting Golden Books to donate to the
pediatric ward at Carroll Hospital Center. This
program is an important part of our curriculum,
teaching the children the joy of giving.
November ushers in a focus on families in our
preschool. Grandparents have the opportunity
to visit school with their grandchild at the start
of the month. This is always an interesting day
to witness the interactions between generations.
Joseph Stands with Many will entertain the
four’s classes with Native American storytelling
and songs mid-November as the children learn
about the Pilgrims’ desire to worship God and
their adventures in the New World. All classes
celebrate a Thanksgiving feast prepared by the
students, complete with all the fixings, and host
a program of songs and finger plays for families
and friends. We look forward to a very busy
December and the celebration of Jesus’ birth.
Have a blessed and happy holiday.
Ms. Bridget
Director
----------------------------------------------------------

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Start your holiday shopping
early... RADA knives make great
gifts. They are 100% American
made and carry a lifetime
warranty. Look for the large display case and
latest catalog in the Fellowship Hall. We have a
large stock, or gift sets can be special ordered
and will arrive within a week's time. Contact
Cindy Reisberg if you are interested.

The group will meet again on November 27 at
6pm at Smoky’s in Eldersburg.
Please join us!

----------------------------------------------------------SUNDAY SCHOOL
A busy month is ahead in Sunday School!
We will watch the second half of the Moses
movie on Sunday, November 4 during the
Sunday School hour. All are welcome to join us
in the Fellowship Hall.
Operation Christmas
Child shoeboxes are due back
Sunday, November 10.
In addition, all Sunday
School classes will be making
dog toys during Sunday School on November 11.
A BIG thank you to the youth group and Karen
Jaeger for preparing the t-shirts!
Beginning November 10 we
will collect mittens/gloves,
hates and scarves for the Board
of Child Care. A majority of the
kids are teenagers, so bigger
sizes are needed. Thank you for
all your support!
---------------------------------------------------------------

UMYF
The Youth Group leaders are still in need of
sponsors to help provide the $9.00 donation for
each Operation Christmas Child box. If you
are willing to sponsor a box, please give your
monetary donation to Ron or Julie Weller or
Laura Bateman. Thank you for your support!
Please join the youth and many others at
our annual Cookie Bake on November 23 and
24, starting at 8am and going ALL day! Meals
are provided and we have a lot of fun! Come for
as long as you can, even if it’s only for an hour
and thanks for your support!
**********************************************

NOVEMBER
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m.
Greeters:
Ushers:
Diane Gordon
Kelley Gordon
Keiler Brian
11:00 a.m.
Greeters:
Ushers:
Nancy Parker
Ken Parker
Bert Rushing

~ to Lisa Barry for telling the UMYF leaders
about the Operation Christmas Child
Warehouse.
~ to Ms. Shirley for organizing the Roast Beef
Supper and to all those who helped with the
Roast Beef Supper.
~ to the Nurture Committee for all they did to
host the Church Conference.
~ to Bridget for her hard work on the
presentation for our Church Conference.
~ to Karen Jaeger for all the behind-the-scenes
things she does for Sunday School.
~to Liliana Palmer for teaching the Sunday
School classes how to make dog toys.
----------------------------------------------------------------LOSSES IN THE WARD’S CHAPEL FAMILY
Mattie Brian
April 21, 1943 – October 11, 2018

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to
join us for worship, due to health issues. You are
encouraged to send them a note of
encouragement or call to let them know you are
thinking of them and keeping them in prayer,
along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Margaret Hare – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Butch Parker – Arden Courts
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel

--------------------------------------------------------

Excess
By Mandy Sayers
Lead Pastor, Glen Mar UMC, Ellicott City
reprinted with permission from the October 2018
edition of the UMConnection, Vol. 29, Issue 9
which can be found here:
http://www.bwcumc.org/news/umconnection/

As I write this, I am about two weeks into a
new appointment. As many folks do when we
get a new job, I am using this change as a
chance to recommit to self-care, including
shedding a few excess pounds.
This excess has me thinking about the ways
that, when humans do “excess,” it can point us
away from God’s best for us. When we get
scared or feel insecure, we think there is “lack”
and so we try to guard our resources and keep
the “excess.” Perhaps that’s why God gave
manna in the wilderness that was “just
enough” for all and when we tried to hoard the
“excess,” it spoiled.
Humans don’t, in general, deal with
“excess” very well. #biggerbarns #prodigalson
However, when we look at Jesus, we see
excess done differently. When God does
“excess,” it is an outpouring of grace upon
grace and a way to show God’s excessive love
for humanity. Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000+
resulted in many baskets of “excess” when
there didn’t seem to be enough to start with.
When Mary anointed Jesus with an “excess” of
perfume, Jesus rebuked Judas’ criticism that
the action was a waste — excessive.
Jesus’ first miracle turned a lack of wine
into an excessive amount. Sometimes when I
take Communion out of those teeny plastic
cups, I think of those casks of wine, filled up to
the brim and more, for the wedding feast. It
makes me tear off bread in huge hunks to give

to the people on Communion Sundays, just on
the principle of the thing.
What if we let God redefine excess for us?
What if we saw all that we have and all that we
are as gifts from God, sent to show God’s
excessive love for others?
What are ways that God is calling your
church, and you, to model and share this love?
What are ways in which we have been too
stingy with what God has given?
In a world where “there’s no such thing as
a free lunch,” how are we called to show that
God’s economy is a little different — a place
where the widow’s mite becomes more than a
millionaire’s check, and a place where there’s
no such thing as too much mercy or too much
grace? I’m grateful for this excessive God of
ours, aren’t you?

VETERAN’s DAY REMINDER
We will be paying tribute to our Veteran’s both living and
those who have gone before us to be with our Savior.

Sunday November 11, 2018
8:30 & 11:00 Services
The choir and members of the choir have planned special music in
honor of our Veterans for this day.

Refreshments/Reception following the 11:00 service in the
Narthex.
We are still collecting photos of those who have served or who are serving, in addition to any
memorabilia you may want ot display for this event. Great care will be taken to make sure
these important pictures are taken care of and returned to their owner.
Please give any items you wish to display to Melinda Dettmer. If you choose to bring the
items with you on Veteran’s Day, please contact Melinda and let her know you are bringing
something so we can have a place for you to display it.
Remember to clearly mark anything you are lending with your name and contact number,
marked Veterans Day.
In addition, please make sure to enclose with the picture, name, rank, and branch of the
military if possible. Please make sure to enclose who the picture is to be returned to and a
contact phone number

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 4

Don’t forget to set your
clocks back!

