The Lamplighter October 2018
School is back in session, the days are shorter and it is the time of the year when our church council is
fine tuning budget items for 2019 and gathering the yearly reports for our annual meeting with the
district superintendent on Monday, October 22nd.
Our Lay Leadership committee, formerly known as the Nominations committee met this week to
prayerfully discern and to identify church members that we believe have the gifts to serve in leadership
roles in the churches ministries. Please pray for our present lay leadership as well as those that will be
asked to serve in positions for the coming year.
It states in 1 Corinthians 12:14, “For the body is not one member, but many.” This is to say that every
single member of Wards Chapel UMC has a role to play in the ministry of the congregation. We each fill
different roles at different times and everyone has gifts and talents to share with their church family. No
single person can or should try to do it all.
I am grateful that I am surrounded by the members of Wards Chapel that are presently sharing their
spiritual gifts of administration, discernment, encouragement, knowledge, wisdom, servanthood,
teaching and many others. Many of you have answered the call to serve our Lord through your
leadership and I appreciate your time and resources you have invested in this church. I know that I have
benefited from the wise counsel you provide to us as church members and congregational leaders.
Mother Teresa once said to “do things for people not because of who they are or what they do in return, but
because of who you are.”
Our congregation does not have an endless supply of members to place in these many roles and I
understand that sometimes the timing isn’t the best or there is some other reason for hesitation, however
at the same time my request is that you personally prayerfully consider where your God given gifts and
talents might be utilized, applied and shared. The opportunity to serve in a lay leadership role should
never be seen as an obligation but humbly seen as an honor to be given the opportunity to serve in
ministry with your brothers and sisters in Christ. Each of us brings something unique to the body and
we as a church family are blessed with a host of caring and grace filled people doing God’s work in the
world through Wards Chapel UMC.
In Christ,
Pastor Lisa
REQUEST –
For our church conference on October 22nd the agenda requests that we do a 5-minute presentation
answering the following question: If your congregation disappeared overnight, what ministry or
function did your church perform that would be missed by your community and why would they
miss it?
Please consider the above question and email your thoughts to the church office by October 10th at
wardschapel@verizon.net or drop a note in the blue basket on the table in the narthex so we can share
them with the church council and include them in the presentation, it would be GREATLY appreciated.

________________________________________________________
**********************************************

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
FINANCE
A full financial update is attached (end of
newsletter) for your review but it is important
to note that General Offering has declined by
6.7% which will result in lower offering in 2018
of $15,600. 80% of the Operating budget is
dependent on General Offering and if this
shortfall continues expense reductions will be
required in the future. Current year expense
has only increased 1.4% ($2,484) so far this year
and is projected to be 2.7% ($7,700) for the full
year. Our goal in 2019 is to keep expenses at the
2018 level.
Bill Showman, Chair
----------------------------------------------------------

TRUSTEES
The Trustees had quite a few repairs to
make over the summer months. You may have
noticed that we have new railings in the main
elevator ($2,120) and that the air conditioning in
the Fellowship Hall is working ($18,000). What
you may not have noticed are the replacement
locks and power supply for the handicapped lift
in the Fellowship Hall ($2,424), that the water
supply in the fire suppression tank was refilled
($220), and a new booster pump for the well was
installed ($2,834). We also had a new motor
and blower wheel installed in the HVAC unit for
the sanctuary ($440), and the septic was
pumped ($250).
Thank you to Star Fellowship for the $1,000
donation toward the cost of repairing the
handicapped lift!
Finally, the Rob-Nerds, members of the
First Lego League, asked for permission to use
some Youth Room space to work on their
project for the year. Since participants Mike
and Noelle Thresher and Peyton Jaeger are half
of the actual Robo-Nerds team, the Trustees felt
it was important to support our church
members. Please be respectful of their hard

work! If you would like more information on
the First Lego League, you can ask one of the
team members or go to
www.firstlegoleague.org.
**********************************************

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
NURTURE
Small Groups
Melinda Dettmer is organizing the small
groups and we will have more information
about this in this and in future bulletins and
newsletters. So far we have 15 people interested
and others are welcome to join. There are sign
up papers in the narthex and in this newsletter.
Veteran's Day
On Sunday, November 11 we will be
honoring our veterans at Ward's Chapel at both
services. There will be a display in the narthex
area and special reconnection during the
services. Please join us following the 11 am
service in the narthex for finger sandwiches and
dessert. Thank you to Melinda Dettmer for
organizing this special day.
Walk To Bethlehem
Here is a wonderful way to start your
Advent Season so mark your calendars for
November 30 - December 2. Glen Mar Church
in Ellicott City celebrates the Walk to
Bethlehem from 5-8 pm each night. The event
is a free will offering and you may go to their
website for more information. Several of our
members have gone in past years and really
found it very inspiring. 4701 New Cut Rd,
Ellicott City 21043
Other Activities Planned...
Watch the bulletins for these activities that
are being planned: Ladies Night out, an evening
of talent, Caroling at Christmas to our shut-ins.
Committee Members: Melinda Dettmer,
Barbara Charnock, Joy Dryer, Pastor Lisa,
Charlie Dell, Bridget Wetzel, Carol Parker

Stephen Ministry
Sunday, November 4, has been designated
as Stephen Ministry Sunday. We are happy to
commission Melinda Dettmer as our third
Stephen Leader. We invite you to come and
learn more about the Stephen Ministry program
and how individuals who are hurting can richly
benefit from it, As Stephen Ministers, we
depend on the Holy Spirit to guide us as we
listen and just "be there" for the care receiver.

-------------------------------------------------------

PRESCHOOL
Wow – We have been blessed
this year! Our school year began
September 4. At this time, we have 107 students
enrolled in eight classes. The children are
beginning to settle into their routines and are
still in the process of investigating their
classrooms and making new friends. As always,
the staff has days filled with exploration,
stimulation, and developmentally-appropriate
learning opportunities.
In addition to our regular class time, the 3and 4-year-old children have the opportunity to
participate in Lunch Bunch. On Tuesdays and
Thursdays for 1-2 hours, this supplementary
time allows students to share a meal with their
peers and participate in unstructured play while
working on the social and emotional skills that
are core to a child’s healthy development. It’s
also a chance for their parents to get more done,
devote solo time to a sibling, or just relax. We
currently have 30+ children enrolled in Lunch
Bunch.
October means fire fighters, pictures,
pumpkins and fall at the preschool. To learn
about fire safety, the younger children will have
visits from the Liberty Road Volunteer Fire
Department while the 4’s will visit the Gamber
Fire Station on October 8. Our 3-year-olds will
venture out to the ‘pumpkin patch’, and both
the 2’s and 3’s will enjoy a hayride pulled by Mr.
Klingelhofer’s tractor. The John Deere tractor is
often as popular as the pumpkins! The 4’s will
be attending a field trip to the Irvine Nature
Center in Owings Mills to coincide with their

unit on fall, focusing on the changing seasons
and how nature and animals prepare for cold
weather. School pictures will be taken this
month for all children and all classes will
celebrate costume parades at the end of the
month.
Mark your calendars now for our two
annual preschool fundraisers! The Super Bowl
Sub Sale will begin right after the New Year with
orders due on Sunday, January 20. Pick up will
be Saturday, February 2. Our third annual
Quarter Auction will be held Friday, March 22.
Be sure to join us for the fun!
As always, we appreciate the support that
the church family shows the preschool!
Ms. Bridget
----------------------------------------------------------

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Star Fellowship will meet on
Tuesday, October 23 at 6:00 pm at
Amante’s Pizza (21 Liberty Rd,
Sykesville.)
Please join us!

----------------------------------------------------------SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School classes are studying Moses,
following Pastor Lisa's Bible Study and sermons.
We are going to end our 6 week study with the
Sight and Sound movie, Moses, on October 28
and November 4 during the Sunday School
hour. All are invited to join us in the Fellowship
Hall. We will start promptly at 9:45 and end at
10:45 both weeks.
Sunday School will kick off Operation
Christmas Child on October 14. Shoe boxes and
supplies will be available on the table in the
Sunday School area. You may return your
packed shoe boxes and the $9.00 per box
donation to the same place. Please do not
include liquid items, or new this year,
toothpaste. This is a wonderful opportunity for
your family to provide physical and spiritual aid
to those less fortunate in the name of Jesus.
Shoe box collections will run through
November 11.

UMYF
The Youth Group leaders have the
opportunity to shop at the Operation Christmas
Child Warehouse in Chambersburg this year.
Because of the discounted prices on items, we
are hoping to double the amount of boxes we
pack! However, we are in need of sponsors to
help provide the $9.00 donation for each box. If
you are willing to sponsor a box, please give
your monetary donation to Ron or Julie Weller
or Laura Bateman. Thank you for your support!
**********************************************

OCTOBER
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m.
Greeters:
Lisa Barry

Ushers:
Dale Smith
Bill Ellis

11:00 a.m.
Greeters:
Ushers:
Bert Rushing
Dave Horn
Donna Gill
Joan Horn
Myron Horn
Patrick Horn

__________________________________________________________

~ for the donation for the purchase of new
kitchen equipment.
~ to Bridget for her efforts to keep our building
running smoothly.
-----------------------------------------------------------------

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to
join us for worship, due to health issues. You are
encouraged to send them a note of
encouragement or call to let them know you are
thinking of them and keeping them in prayer,
along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Margaret Hare – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Butch Parker – Arden Courts
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel

---------------------------------------------------------LOSSES IN THE WARD’S CHAPEL FAMILY
Linda Sherman

In preparation for this paramount event, we
would like to collect photos of you
or your loved ones who are or have served,
living or deceased, to put on display
for this one Sunday. Great care will be taken to
make sure these important pictures are taken
care of and returned to their owner.
We will also be needing military flags for
the different branches of the US Military and
any other memorabilia. If you have items you
can donate please contact Melinda Dettmer.
We will be collecting the pictures,
military flags and any other items you think
could help make this tribute special on
October 14, 2018 thru October 28, 2018.
Please clearly mark anything you are
lending with your name and contact number,
marked Veterans Day.
In addition, please make sure to enclose
with the picture, name, rank, and branch of the
military if possible. Please make sure to enclose
who the picture is to be returned to and a
contact phone number.

October 19, 1947 – July 20, 2018

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Announcements

Notes that bring JOY
Dear Ward's Chapel Friends,

VETERAN’S DAY CELEBRATION
Veteran’s Day occurs on November 11 every
year in the United States. Paying
tribute to all American Veterans – living or
dead—but especially gives thanks to
living veterans who served their country
honorably during war or peacetime.
This year Veteran’s Day falls on a Sunday.
We want to take this opportunity
to say thank you to our veteran’s. Please join us
on Sunday November 11, 2018
for this tribute.
We encourage servicemen and women to
come to church in your military uniform,
fatigues or other utility uniforms for this special
occasion.

I came across a letter we had received a few
years ago from a retiring teacher whom Butch
had mentored . In it she thanked him and
shared her thoughts about how he helped her. I
took the letter in and read it with Butch. It
brought a twinkle to his eye and a smile to his
face. I was hoping that those of you who are not
able to visit Butch at Arden would write a short
note to him sharing something from your past
activities or memories with Butch. I will keep
them and read and re-read them to him and
they will bring him JOY.
Carol Parker
----------------------------------------------------------

Ward’s Chapel UMC
Community Small Groups
We are looking into starting up community small groups here at Ward’s.
And before you say, I don’t have time, I am not interested in a small group, or I tried it before and
didn’t get anything from it. Listen to these five reasons why you need to participate in a community
small group.
1) Offers ACCOUNTABILITY
We all have good intentions to stick with Bible Study or devotions at home, yet distractions
provide one reason after another to postpone. Other members motivate us to stay on track.
2) Creates CONNECTION
Matthew 18:20 – “For where two or Three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
we affirm His promises in the company of other believers, we
“let the Spirit renew our thought and attitudes” Ephesians 4:23)

When

3) Fosters COMMUNITY
Small Groups reflect the diversity of our world. From our life experiences, we each develop a
unique perspective. We can look at Scripture thru this lens and share our viewpoints with one
another. This open communication brings us closer together as a community.
2 Corinthians 1:4 – “…who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.’)
4) Provides ENCOURAGEMENT
Romans 1:12 – “…that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each others faith”
With out a doubt, watching someone shine through adversity lets us know we can face
anything with Christ who gives us strength.
5) Community small groups can be a place to find unconditional LOVE
1 John 4:8 - “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”
Perhaps you tried a small group in the past and it wasn’t what you thought it should be. Don’t let
allow the enemy to discourage you from trying again. Instead, let’s learn from those experiences and
resolve to move forward in love.
A thriving Community Small Group will be evident by strong leadership,
supportive members, and a sense of community you feel. And who knows? You may discover other
unexpected benefits along the way. My advice to that friend who longs for connection? Join a
Community Small Group. You will be glad you did!

Ward’s Chapel UMC
Community Small Group Survey
We are looking into starting up a couple small groups and would like to hear from
the congregation as to what “YOU” would be looking for. Please take a moment and fill out this
survey. Please circle your answers. Place in the offering dish or send to the office electronically or
via mail.
General Info:

1) Would you consider participating in a small group?
2)

How often would you commit to a gathering?

3) What day of the week works best?
Sat
4) What time of day works best for you?
Evening

Yes
Weekly

Where would you prefer to meet?

Maybe

Biweekly
Monthly
(2x’s per month)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri

Morning

5) How long of time for the gathering?
hour
(start to ending, including planned socializing)
6)

No

Afternoon

1 hour

90 min

2

Church or Someone’s House

About the Group:
7) What type of group is most comfortable for you?

Male Only Female Only Mixed
Couples

Family

8) What type of material most interest you?
A) Bible Study – Going thru different books or themes thru the Bible.
Faith Based books - Books by various authors that help us with everyday life
And help us to become closer to Christ.
B) Faith Based Community Group – A group of Christians that share with and support
one another. Would include a devotional and
an Activity.
C) Prayer Group – A group who is looking to enrich their prayer life by gathering & praying
together for members of the church, community, world etc.

Community Small Group Survey (Pg. 2)

9) Have you or are you currently in a Community Small Group?

Yes No

If yes would you be willing to tell us what has worked or did not work for the group?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
If No would you mind sharing with us what keeps you from joining one?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

10) Would you be interested in hosting / facilitating a Community Small Group?

Yes No

IMPORTANT:
Please fill out your name in contact information ESPECIALLY if you are interested in hearing more
about the groups as we get them started.

Name:

__________________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Roast Beef Supper
October 6
4-7 PM
Menu includes:
roast beef, mashed potatoes,
gravy succotash, cole slaw,
applesauce & beverage

Country Store
Bake Table

