The Lamplighter June 2018
June can be a busy month for graduations, weddings, anniversaries, end of school year parties and
confirmation – all kinds of endings and beginnings. After the dust settles, summer seems to settle in and
the changed pace of our lives makes it a little easier to dedicate time to spiritual practices. Perhaps we
can take a little time to experience “God” moments when we go on vacation and slow down our pace a
bit. This summer waste some time! Yes really “waste” some time with God.
Thomas Moore said, “It does no good to think moralistically about how much time we waste. Wasted
time is usually good soul time." Summer is just the right season for idleness and just messing around
with things. Quit doing and celebrate just being and set some time aside where you just “be.” Listen for
God’s voice and presence, journal if you desire, if it's helpful start blocking time for daily devotions and
allow yourself to make that time as important to your day as any other thing on your to-do list.
Summers are made for time with family, time with friends, time alone. TIME! Summers and vacations
are sort of like Sabbath – only extended. God built Sabbath into creation – “and on the 7th day God
rested.” And the 10 commandments express the same intent – “honor the Sabbath” – God built rest into
our week, each and every week – so that we might have a rhythm of work, rest, work, rest.
We are blessed to be within a few miles of Bon Secours Retreat and Conference Center on
Marriottsville Road. If you have never been there you are really missing out on a great resource. On their
grounds they have a labyrinth on which you can do a prayer walk that can help you disengage and
meditate on so that your sprit can be renewed and refreshed. When you walk past the gazebo to the right
of the main building you will see the entrance to a Zen prayer garden with a peace pole. Directly behind
the retreat center is a beautiful reflecting pond with koi fish, a footbridge and benches. It’s a quiet and
peaceful location that is easily accessible to us. You do not need to devote hours, just some quality time;
it is place where you can truly experience the gift of creation and the sacred.
Wendell Berry wrote, “I don't think it is appreciated how much of an outdoor book the Bible is.” When
you think about it, much of the time Jesus taught/preached outdoors and looking at the Psalms, the
Psalmists use images of the natural world all the time.
The Celtic Christians walked a "blessing path" and were deeply aware of "the long hand of God" in
their lives. In the Bible, the long arm of God symbolizes protection - "The Eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms."—Deut. 33:27. The Celtic Christians said blessings over the signs of
this presence. Focus this summer on praying prayers of thankfulness with gratitude for the signs and
symbols of God’s presence around us. This will help to develop an awareness of our connection with God
and that we draw strength from our relationship with God. Reflect on the blessings of the sun, rain,
flowers, grasses, cool breezes, special fresh summer foods, birds, animals, even insects, and many, many
more. As we begin the summer of 2018 may we become more in tune to our spiritual life and our
relationship with our creator God. How are you going to fulfill God’s command and more importantly,
take care of your body and soul this summer?
Be God’s,
Pastor Lisa

Celebrate our newest members! Confirmation Service on June 10th.

**********************************************

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
HISTORY
The 70+ dinner was attended by nearly 30
seniors. We had a time of silence for loved ones
and friends that had passed in the past year. We
recognized those who served in the military
service to our country during the Cold War.
Later several shared their Cuban Missile Crisis
experiences.
We shared about the rural areas we grew up
in that are now suburban and urban. We shared
about our winter teen activities from ice skating
and hockey to roller skating at Rainbow Rink.
Spring brought baseball and softball and
horseback riding. Little League and Pony
League pictures were available. Summer
included swimming and Red Cross lessons at
the local swimming holes at Sylvan Dell and
Milford Swim Club and picnicking at Uncle
Harry Reisberg's. Fall was ushered in with
gathering in crops and hunting squirrels.
Church activities included Sunday School
picnics, hayrides and campfires, Church Marts
and Bazaars, Sweetheart Banquets and Paper
Drives. Sweetheart Banquet pictures, MYF
Visitor Registry and Paper Drives route
directories were available.
Next year's theme is Life along Liberty Road
(Places and People) from the Gwynn Oak
Blvd to Eldersburg.
Start collecting and saving images and
writing down stories.
----------------------------------------------------------

MISSIONS
YARD SALE WRAP-UP: The Missions Yard
Sale was May 12 and it was a big success. The
beautiful weather did not distract the shoppers
who flowed in and out the whole time, even as
we were packing up. We made about $1,500
which is $400 more than in 2017. Thanks to
everyone who donated items as they were
plentiful. We get return shoppers due to the
great variety. Most of the items that did not sell

will be donated to Oakland United Methodist
Church for their flea market later this year.
Several items will be put aside for Baltimore
County Christian Workcamp’s silent auction in
July. See item below.
A BIG thanks to the many volunteers who
helped with sorting, set up, sales, cooking,
cleanup, and baking snacks. Thanks also to all
the buyers who went home with newfound
treasures. We truly appreciate the support of
our members and friends.
BALTIMORE COUNTY CHRISTIAN
WORKCAMP REMINDER: Baltimore County
Christian Workcamp will be held July 16-20 with
the kickoff dinner on Sunday, July 15. You can
volunteer to work 1 – 5 days, whatever your
availability. If you know of a family or
individual who owns a home in Baltimore
County but is unable to afford repairs or do yard
work, please let me know. They may be eligible
for some help. For more information, visit
www.bcchristianworkcamp.org.
Also, there is a silent auction on Sunday
during the kickoff dinner. If anyone would like
to donate an new or gently used item or a baked
good, please let me know.
Susan Farnum
----------------------------------------------------------

NURTURE
Summer Refreshments: We will begin our
summer worship schedule on July 1 and also our
fellowship time following the service. There is a
sign-up sheet in the narthex for helpers for the
refreshments. If you are able to help, please
choose a Sunday and we will call you to remind
you. Paper products will be provided. Thank
you to all who have helped in past summers and
to those who will help this year. Question: call
Carol Parker.
Hernwood Elementary: Thank you Barbara
Charnock for delivering an end of the year
sweet surprise to the teachers and staff at
Hernwood Elementary School.
Donations For The Sailors : Thank you to all
who donated items to be sent to Steve Collins
and his sailors. The box will be sent the

SUNDAY SCHOOL

beginning of June. Letters of encouragement
and prayers are also welcome.
Stephen Ministry:
What A Team!
All good coaches will tell you that
teamwork is important to win a game. All who
serve as Stephen Ministers become part of a
team that helps people win life's toughest
battles. God may have a place for you on our
caregiving team!
Wards Chapel chose Stephen Ministry in
response to God's love and Jesus' command,
"Love one another, even as I have loved you."
Stephen Ministers answer this call in a special
way by "being there" for people in crisis or
people who need a Christian presence amid the
struggles of life.

During the summer months we are
collecting plain t-shirts to make dog toys when
we return to Sunday School. The shirts cannot
have any pictures or writing on the front. There
will be a bin in the Narthex and in the Sunday
School hallway.
Rally Sunday will be Sunday, September 9
and our first day of Sunday School will be the
following week on Sunday, September 16. We
would love to see familiar and new friends join
us! If you have any questions, please let me
know.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORSHIP

10am on the 10th!

To learn more about this exciting
opportunity, contact Pauline Reisberg, Stephen
Leader, or see me at church on Sunday.

Our summer worship schedule will start on
June 10th this year. Join us for one service at
10:00 am with refreshments to follow!

-------------------------------------------------------

**********************************************

PRESCHOOL
Suddenly I look at the calendar
and the school year is at a close. It’s
hard to believe that another year has flown by
so quickly. We’ve enjoyed watching our
students grow and learn over the past nine
months – they come in as little ones and leave
ready to eagerly tackle what lies ahead. We
develop pride in their abilities and derive
pleasure in each of their accomplishments, just
as their parents do. We hope that the positive
relationships and love of learning we establish
continue to inspire both the student and the
parent to seek the same as they navigate their
academic career in the years to come.
Wishing you a blessed summer,
Ms. Bridget
--------------------------------------------------------

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Star Fellowship will meet on
Tuesday, June 26 at 6:00 pm, at
Winfield Inn.

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
FINANCE
Please see the full page chart near the end
of the newsletter.
Bill Showman, Chair

---------------------------------------------------------TRUSTEES
Just because it’s time for a vacation doesn’t
mean the building gets a rest. Over the
summer, the Trustees will be working on several
projects. We are hoping to have new sanctuary
lighting installed, storm windows on the stained
glass in the alcove and some other small
projects in addition to the regular upkeep.
If you have anything to report, please send
an email to the preschool at
wardschapelpreschool@verizon.net. I check it
regularly over the summer.
Bridget

**********************************************

JUNE
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m. (6/3)
Greeters:
Ushers:
Gloria Onejeme
Shirley Tucker
11:00 a.m. (6/3) & 10:00 a.m. (6/10-6/24)
Greeters:
Ushers:
Florence Miller
Galen Miller
Julie Weller
Ron Weller
Anya Polikoff

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to join us
for worship, due to health issues. You are encouraged
to send them a note of encouragement or call to let
them know you are thinking of them and keeping
them in prayer, along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel
Lillie Veise – Sun Valley
Margaret Hare – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods

----------------------------------------------------------

Announcements

10am on the 10th! We will be switching to our
Summer Worship schedule on June 10. There
will be one worship service at 10am through
September 9.
_______________________________________________

Please note the date change:
Graduate Recognition - Sunday, June 10:
If you or a family member has graduated since
last June or will be graduating this year, please
contact the church office at
wardschapel@verizon.net or call 410-922-6556.
Please include the name of the graduate, the
institution from which they are graduating, their
honors/awards and future plans as well as highlights
your graduate wishes to share. We will be sharing
this information with the congregation in the
bulletin on June 10 and in the July/August
Lamplighter.

As we continue with the sermon series on fear, you can reflect on these quotes:
What is a fear of living? It’s being pre-eminently afraid of dying. It is not doing what you came
here to do, out of timidity and spinelessness. The antidote is to take full responsibility for yourself
– for the time you take up and the space you occupy. If you don’t know what you’re here to do,
then just do some good.
-Maya Angelou

To escape fear, you have to go through it, not around it. -Richie Norton

Sometimes, when we want something so badly, we fear failure more than we fear being
without that thing. -Matthew J. Kirby
There is no illusion greater than fear. -Lao Tzu

Have no fear of perfection – you’ll never reach it. -Salvador Dali
Fear keeps us focused on the past or worried about the future. If we can acknowledge
our fear, we can realize that right now we are okay. Right now, today, we are still alive,
and our bodies are working marvelously. Our eyes can still see the beautiful sky. Our
ears can still hear the voices of our loved ones. -Thich Nhat Hanh

Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm. – Attributed to
Winston Churchill.

The only thing we have to fear is fear itself. -Franklin D. Roosevelt

At its root, perfectionism isn’t really about a deep love of being meticulous.
It’s about fear.
Fear of making a mistake. Fear of disappointing others. – Michael Law

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Summer Schedule
June 10 – Sept 9
10:00 am Worship
followed by
fellowship & refreshments
in the Narthex

