The Lamplighter April 2018
About a year ago I received an email from an old acquaintance on Facebook. This acquaintance had
been talking to a co-worker and when the co-worker found out that she knew me she wondered if she
could have my address. Apparently, the co-worker was in a recovery program and one of the steps in her
recovery was to make a list of people that she had harmed and would like to make amends. This is best
done by making direct amends to such folks whenever possible. Of course, this got my curiosity up
because I couldn’t imagine who this person was who had done anything to me that came close to
needing a response as a personal letter.
I couldn’t come up with anyone that would feel they owed me an apology that would come up in a 12
step program. I can think of a few people, one in particular that I would like to someday hear an apology
from for his actions, but I am not holding my breath waiting for it. I couldn’t imagine who this person
could be that still felt a heavy heart over something they had done to me.
Well, when the mutual acquaintance told me the name of her co-worker my first thought was surprise
and then joy. Joy because I am hopeful for this woman to make it through her recovery process. She was
someone that through my ministry at a previous church I had helped many times. Things got to a point
that I had to say no more, period. I knew she was not telling me the truth, I knew she had a substance
abuse problem and I could no longer help her. However, I never felt anything personal against her, just
maybe frustration and certainly sadness and hopelessness.
So when I heard that she was on the mend, was in recovery and taking the necessary steps to be
healthy and whole I felt joy and hope for her. It may seem like a small sign of God’s presence, but it
reminds me that most people are good inside after all. That sometimes good people do things that later
they regret and truly want to move beyond. It also reminds me that part of forgiveness is not just
forgiving the person that has done you wrong but forgiveness is also about letting go of any guilt,
whether founded or unfounded and going forward into the future with a new beginning.
Next Sunday is Easter Sunday, and Easter is the season about change, it is about new life where death
seemed to prevail and win. Remembering the caterpillar who thought the world was over and then it
became a butterfly… it is about resurrection. Thanks be to God!
Paul wrote in his second letter to the people of Corinth in chapter 5 verses 17-18 – “Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away, behold, the new has come. All this is from God,
who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”
The Easter season seems to be a good time of the year to seek forgiveness, to seek reconciliation so we
can be new creations. May we know the true joy and hope that Easter brings!
Easter blessings this Spring,
Pastor Lisa
PS. - Please keep Margie in your prayers and everyone that needs a fresh start today.

A Spring Poem
Spring appears in whispers
and hushed tones,
as the bellowing winter
bows away.
Drowsy flowers come to
attention,
waking from their sleepyawning;
with heads turned upward towards the Maestro
called Sun –
I watch with anticipation as…
the concert begins.
~Anonymous
Peace & Blessings,
The Churchmouse
**********************************************

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
HISTORY
The 70+ dinner will be Sunday, April 29, at 4:00
PM in the Fellowship Hall. The theme is Teen
Life in the 50's & 60's. Teen life would include
Family, church, and community activities.
Church Activities:
 youth group
 volleyball
 hayrides
 retreats
 paper drives
 Christmas pageants
School Activites
 athletics
 dances
 clubs
Community Activities
 Teen centers
 swimming pools, roller rinks, bowling
alleys
Family Activities
 Trips
 Reunions
Bring pictures, fashions, and your stories.
~Wayne Reisberg

MISSIONS
Mission Auction: The Mission Auction on
March 3 raised about $8,400 to support our
Mission projects with a significant amount
going to support Camp Hope. This is about
$3,000 more than last year. Something new this
year was the sale of shares in the cost of sending
a youth or leader to Camp Hope for a week this
summer. We will continue to sell shares for $20
each via the web at www.wardschapel.org using
a credit or debit card. Look for the button that
says “Donate to Camp Hope”. We will also have
forms available in the narthex.
To be a success, our auction required the efforts
so many people and I would like to thank them
here. Please forgive me if I miss someone.
 Those who helped with the planning,
organizing, and running of the auction
including Pauline Reisberg, Wayne
Reisberg, Galen Miller, Florence Miller,
Gerard Oakley, Bert Rushing, Pastor Lisa
Bandel, Barbara Charnock, Jeannine
Hale, Karen Jaeger, Barb Fost, John Veise,
Charlie Ritter, Charlie Dell, Laura
Bateman, Tammi Stacho and Addison
Stacho.
 The members of the UMYF and their
parents who went out in the cold and
solicited donations from many new and
returning businesses, helped with the
processing of donations, and were there
helping on auction night.
 Shirley Tucker, Judi Snyder, and Bill
Showman who came as additional
helpers on setup day.
 Donna Gill and her kitchen crew who
made sure there was food service.
 Shirley Tucker and Vicki Wolbert who
hung around to count the money after
the auction was over.
 Each of YOU who was a paid sponsor,
donated items, prepared food, came out
and supported us at the live event,

bought dinner, went home with some
treasures, or simply lifted us in prayer.
We cannot succeed without your
support.
If you have any suggestions or comments on
this year’s auction, please send them to Susan
Farnum. We are always looking for ways to
improve.
Yard Sale: Mark your calendar for Saturday,
May 12, 8 am to 1 pm to shop at your leisure at
the indoor yard sale. Any unsold items from the
auction will be available as well as many items
that could not be included in the auction and
newly donated items. There will be lots of great
stuff. We will start accepting additional
donations after April 15. Leave them in the
fellowship hall in the area set up for that
purpose. We will need lots of volunteers on
May 11 starting at 9 am to set up and on May 12
to help us sell and then cleanup. Come when
you can for as long as you can. It’s lots of fun
whether you are buying or selling.
----------------------------------------------------------

NURTURE
Stephen Ministry:
Are you a good listener, a compassionate,
caring person? Perhaps you are thinking about
becoming a Stephen Minister. Jesus was a model
of a good listener. Much of his ministry was
listening to people. By listening to what people
had to say, he demonstrated how much he
really cared about them. Remember the stories
of the woman at the well, Nicodemus, or the
disciples on the road to Emmaus. All were
times when Jesus showed his care and concern
by first listening to people and then giving them
what they needed.
Think of a time when you really felt cared
for. Chances are someone focused on what you
had to say, was attentive to your needs, and
listened to how you felt instead of telling you

how you should feel or what you should do.
Listening is one of the most powerful ministry
tools at your disposal. It demonstrates that you
care about the other person. In Stephen
Ministry, a great deal of time is spent in
teaching and practicing listening skills because
of its importance as a caregiving tool. You, too,
can become a more caring listener by taking the
Stephen Minister training.
A new training class will begin in October.
If this article has touched your heart, please be
praying about it. Watch for future articles in
the newsletter and bulletin. For more
information, contact Wayne and Pauline
Reisberg.

--------------------------------------------------------

PRESCHOOL
According to William
Shakespeare, April puts the “spirit of
youth in everything”. As spring arrives in full,
take a minute to look at this period of rebirth
through the eyes of a child. God’s everchanging world is filled with wonders all around
us. Preschoolers recognizing these delights for
the first time are filled with awe. Take your cue
from our children and stop to appreciate the
marvels of the season.
It’s hard to believe that as I write this we
only have two months left in our school year!
This month we will be talking about life cycles,
insects, the zoo and the farm. We are hoping
that our eggs set on Easter Day will be hatching
the week of April 23. The 3s and 4s will be
taking a field trip to the Maryland Zoo on April
25, learning more about God’s creatures while
the 2s visit Playtime Pastures, a family farm in
Granite.
Fondly,
Ms. Bridget

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Star Fellowship will meet on
Tuesday, April 24 at 6:00 pm, at
Maggie’s in Westminster.
Join us!
_______________________________________

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We will collect items for the Carroll County
Humane Society 4/8-4/29. Some items needed
include: Purina dog and puppy chow, Purina cat
and kitten chow, canned food, soft dog treats,
baby wipes, paper towels, toilet paper, dog and
cat toys, air fresheners, highlighters. For a full
list, please see our Sunday School bulletin
board. Thank you!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

members who helped with the Trustees cleanup
day on Saturday, March 17:
Aiden Hale
Ben Palmer
Ben Thresher
Carol Parker
Charlie Dell
Charlie Ritter
Clarice Thresher
Dan Wetzel
Gabriella Palmer
John Veise
Laura Bateman
Lynn Maclary
Noelle Thresher
Zane Wetzel
**********************************************

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We are in need of leaders to take over VBS
this year. VBS is tentatively scheduled for July 9
through the 13th. If anyone is interested in
leading this ministry, or has questions, please
contact the church office.

------------------------------------------------------WORSHIP
Please join us for our Easter Sunrise Service
April 1 at 6:30 a.m. at the cross, led by our youth
with breakfast to follow or you can join us for
our regular worship services at 8:30 and 11:00
a.m.

APRIL
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m.
Greeters:
Cindy Reisberg
Norma Hong

Ushers:
Ron Vogelsang
Mike Snyder

11:00 a.m.
Greeters:
Joy Dryer
Bridget Wetzel

Ushers:
Farai Mangwende
Kirk Bateman
Bridget Wetzel
Dan Wetzel

The next Worship Committee meeting will
be April 9th at 7:00.
**********************************************

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
TRUSTEES
Thank you so much to the following church

~ to Shirley Tucker, Judi Snyder, Donna Gill,
Wayne Reisberg, and Melinda Dettmer for the
food preparation and set-up for the Lenten studies
hosted by Ward’s Chapel
~ to the Sunday School high school class for hiding
Easter eggs

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to
join us for worship, due to health issues. You
are encouraged to send them a note of
encouragement or call to let them know you
are thinking of them and keeping them in
prayer, along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel
Lillie Veise – Sun Valley
Margaret Hare – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods
----------------------------------------------------------

Announcements
MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD
Several concerned parishioners have made
known to our Church Council that they have
had problems hearing portions of our service.
As a result, two acoustic contractors were
contacted to provide estimates for correcting
existing problems.
As part of our evaluation process
Armbruster A/V conducted a demonstration for
Ward’s Chapel with an open invitation to our
congregation to attend. Those who attended
this demonstration were in strong agreement
that the equipment used by Armbruster A/V
produced a significantly higher quality of sound
in our chapel than the equipment that we
presently have.
The second contractor made several
suggestions which in one case would change the
appearance of our chapel by adding sound
deadening baffles. In addition, they did not
return to us with a quote.
In consideration of Armbruster A/V’s
experience and professionalism in responding
to our needs, and the results of their sound
system demonstration, our Church Council at
its March meeting voted to contract with
Armbruster A/V to have them install our sound
system upgrade. Our Trustee Committee will
initiate and oversee completion of the work by

Armbruster A/V.
It is hoped that our improved sound system
will assist Wards Chapel in providing a more
comfortable worship environment and facilitate
Pastor Lisa in presenting her message. To use a
quote from one of Armbruster A/V’s clients, The
Reverend Dr. Richard W. Jones of Tabernacle
Baptist Church: “I don’t care how beautiful a
building may be. If people are sitting in your
congregation and they can’t hear you, you’ve got
a problem.”
Since this is a significant expense it cannot
be funded from the Operating Fund. Several
years ago we established the Capital Fund which
is used for capital improvements to our
structure. The Capital Fund is currently
funding the replacement of the Chapel doors so
the balance of this fund has been reduced to
$10,700 which is $3,000 less than the needed
amount for this project. If you would like to
contribute to this project or help build up the
Capital Fund balance for future projects your
support would be greatly appreciated.

--------------------------------------------------------Community News
National Drug Prevention Week: National
Drug Prevention Week will have a kick-off
event on Monday, May 14 at 5:30 pm at the
Carroll County Arts Center in Westminster.
There will be speakers, resources, free food and
give-a-ways. It will be hosted by the Roaring
Run Lions Club and in partnership with the
Carroll County Health Department.
----------------------------------------------------Community Resource: Tracking the Opioid
Crisis: Community Q & A Time
So, you think it’s not happening in your home?
Finding the Right Treatment for your Family –
Come out on Wednesday, April 11 at 7:00 pm in
the Community Life Center at Wesley Freedom
UMC located at 961 Johnsville Road in
Sykesville. Come to learn from experts and
have your questions answered.
----------------------------------------------------

Autobiography Available: The
autobiography of John F. Feezer, Jr., a lifetime
church member, A Life Well-Lived, Well
Loved, Well Earned, has been reprinted and

is available in beautiful full color high gloss
stock with a laminated cover. The story
captures the early history of the Wards Chapel
area and how one man, with hard work and
generosity, changed the lives of many. If you
would like a copy or know someone who
would be interested, please contact us.
rwfeezerfoundation@gmail.com. All proceeds
to be donated to the R. Wayne Feezer
Memorial Foundation a 501(c)(3) organization
and all donations are tax deductible.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The R. Wayne Feezer Memorial
Scholarship offered by Ward’s Chapel United
Methodist Church honors the memory of
Wayne, an active lifetime member of the
Church and is awarded annually to church
members pursuing a post-secondary
education. Applicants are not limited to first
year students, yet when funds are limited, first
year applicants will be given priority.
Scholarships of up to $5,000 per academic
year will be awarded based on the following:
community service, church involvement,
academic record, letters of recommendation,
and financial need.
Applications will be available at the
church office by February 1, 2018.
Applications and all supporting
documentation must be submitted to the
church office no later than May 1, 2018. The
number of scholarships and the amount will
be announced by June 3, 2018.

Camp Hope rebuilds homes
and lives in W. Maryland
By Amy A. Willis*

reprinted with permission from the Mar 2018 edition
of the UMConnection, Vol. 29, Issue 3
which can be found here:
http://www.bwcumc.org/news/umconnection/
Forty years ago, the Rev. Tom
Kaylor of Frostburg UMC looked
at the missions projects his and
other area churches were involved
in, looked at the needs within his own back
yard, and noticed a disconnect.
Western Maryland, originally booming
with work on the railroads and in the
coal mines, was becoming less industrial
and more economically depressed. Many
families in the area were hit hard with the
loss of jobs and, consequently, income, due
to the lessening of factory work, railway
work, and mining.
Kaylor realized that the time and talents
of his mission teams could be put to use
without ever leaving town. He began
Camp Hope, which stands for “Christian
Appalachian Mountain Project Helping
Other People Enthusiastically.” Camp Hope
is an organization that assists homeowners
in completing necessary upgrades to their
homes that they might not be able to afford
or be physically able to complete
themselves.
Forty years later, Camp Hope is still
running stronger than ever and our passion
has stayed consistent. The camp has
undergone many changes throughout the
years.
At its inception in 1977, the camp
ran for three weeks with a total of 90
campers. Now, you can find Camp Hopers
in Western Maryland for four weeks
throughout the summer. We have moved
around from dorm building to dorm
building on the campus of Frostburg State
University as we have gradually needed
more space to accommodate our now more

than 400 campers.
The camp has been attended by 107
churches of eight denominations from 11
different states. From painting projects
to handicap ramps, flooring to roofing,
foundation to landscaping, Camp Hope has
expanded its project repertoire to include
just about any home improvement project
imaginable.
Campers come from across the country
to work on more than 50 houses each
summer. Simply walking around in Western
Maryland with a Camp Hope badge or
T-shirt on elicits whispers, stories, thank
yous, and the occasional hug from previous
homeowners and others who have been
caught in the Camp Hope wake.
Although we strive to do good work,
Camp Hope’s true passion lies in building
relationships. Each homeowner that agrees
to be a part of the Camp Hope experience
is deciding to let a team of teenagers use
power tools around their house for a week.
Everyone has a story to tell, and
our homeowners are some of the best
storytellers in the business. If you were
to walk onto a Camp Hope worksite,
you would notice at least one or two
members of the team hanging out with the
homeowner. Having conversations, learning
about the Western Maryland lifestyle and
culture, looking at old pictures of weddings
and graduations, cooking, watching The
Price Is Right — these interactions are the
true diamond in the rough of the Camp
Hope work.
I have had the privilege of seeing Camp
Hope from every angle. I started as a
camper when I was 14-years-old, working
on Mr. Davis’ house. I vividly remember
the first time I used a pneumatic nail gun
and I can still see the look on my adult
leader’s face when I accidentally released
the
chalk line and it wrapped around his head,
leaving blue lines across his face.
More vividly still, I can recall Mr. Davis’
front porch swing. We had to move the
swing into the front yard while rebuilding
his porch, but that didn’t deter Mr. Davis

from rocking back and forth after lunch
every day and telling us about growing
up in Old Town, Maryland. I can see Mr.
Davis’ smile and hear his crackling voice
as he attempted to teach me about the cars
he was working on. I will never forget that
Mr. Davis said we were the hardest working
“bunch o’ youngins” he had “encountered in
quite some time now.”
I spent many years coming to Camp
Hope as a youth, counselor and adult leader.
This past summer, I began a new adventure
as the program director of Camp Hope.
As one of the three year-round part-time
employees of Camp Hope, I get to see
Camp evolve throughout the year. I am
able to witness all 400 of our campers as
they slowly recognize the power of stepping
outside of their comfort zones.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the
“camp” side of Camp Hope. Campers are led
by four college-aged counselors who create
games, activities, programs, and devotions
for everyone in attendance. The only caveat
is that the work needs to get done first!
After about a day at Camp, this caveat
doesn’t seem so negative anymore; campers
look forward to spending time with their
homeowners and finishing their project —
any volleyball they can fit in is an added
benefit.
On the 40th anniversary of the inception
of Camp Hope, I pray for everyone
involved. Most of all, I pray that the love
and passion that permeates Camp Hope
spreads from those four weeks during the
summer into the lives of everyone involved.
I pray for 40 more years of ministry with
the people I hold dearest in the place that
feels like home. Amen.
For more information about Camp
Hope, visit camphopemission.com, or
contact Program Director Amy A. Willis at
camphopeprogramdirector@yahoo.com.

April 2018
Sunday
1

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Easter Sunday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

12

13

14

Bible Study 10 am

Sunrise Svc 6:30am
Worship 8:30am
Worship 11:00 am

8

9

10

11

Choir 12:15 PM

Bible Study 10 am

Feed My Sheep @
Wesley Freedom UMC

Oakland Manor 2 PM
Church Council
7:00 PM

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

Liberty Good Timers
11:30 am

10-1
4-H 7:00 PM

Lamplighter Deadline

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

Heifer Sunday

Choir 12:15 PM

Bible Study 10 am

Stephen Ministry
Supervisory Grp 6:00

SPRC 7:30 pm

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

UMYF - 7:00 pm

22

23

24

25
Bible Study 10 am

Choir 12:15 PM

Star Fellowship
6:00 PM
at Maggie's

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

29
Choir 12:15 PM
70+ Dinner 4:00 PM
Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

30

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Easter Sunrise Service
April 1
at 6:30 a.m. at the cross
with breakfast to follow

Worship Services
at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

