The Lamplighter March 2018
“Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Last week I had the opportunity to attend a 40-hour training on crisis intervention with the Anne
Arundel Police Department. Not all police departments offer such training and if they do they don’t
necessarily include their volunteer chaplains and I am so thankful that I was able to participate in it. The
training focused on sensitivity around mental illness, autism, PTSD, mood disorder, dementia,
personality disorders, homelessness, suicide, suicide by cop, veteran services, emergency petitions, and
de-escalation in crisis situations.
It was intense days and we did site visits to three different programs, one was a 28-day drug and
alcohol treatment center where I had the opportunity to interact with clients and to attend a group
counseling session as well as participate in a confidence building activity. I admit that I was anxious
about the experience, I felt out of my comfort zone but within a few minutes I felt that the clients I
interacted with appreciated my presence. The second site visit was to an organization that works with
clients that have behavioral health disorders. Behavioral health disorders can range from depression and
anxiety to bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, and much in between. A statistic that was shared stated that
one in four Americans will experience a behavioral health disorder in any given year regardless of their
age, race, religion, gender or economic status, I personally find that staggering and I am grateful that
there are dedicated people offering the care and support these clients and their families need to lead
healthy, productive lives. The last site visit was to a local elementary school that had a regional program
for students that are average to above average on the IQ scale but have significant emotional and
behavioral issues. The school has a dedicated wing to this program with a team of dedicated
professionals that have taken on the task of educating these students while navigating their emotional
and behavioral needs as well. I was reminded of my grandmother who was an elementary school teacher
and her stories of students for which she had gone beyond just teaching them the required curriculum
but had also loved and invested in them as well.
I am still debriefing and reflecting on the experience, it was eye-opening in so many ways that I wish
other clergy had the opportunity to experience it as well. I was reminded of the scripture above from 1
Thessalonians and how important it is to encourage each other, especially those that are spending their
lives caring and supporting people that are struggling in our society to just manage life. I was also
reminded of what Paul wrote to the Colossians in chapter 3, verse 12, “to put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”
The events of last week was a great beginning for my Lenten journey, I feel blessed by those that I
interacted with and know that their stories have enriched my ministry and drawn me closer to Christ.
May your Lenten journey enrich your faith and draw you closer to Christ as well.
In Christ,
Pastor Lisa

This is Jesus just
checking in today…
Author Unknown
A minister passing
through his church in the
middle of the day, decided to
pause by the altar and see who
had come to pray. Just then
the back door opened and a
man came down the aisle. The minister
frowned as he saw the man hadn't shaved in a
while. His shirt was kind of shabby and his
coat was worn and frayed. The man knelt; he
bowed his head, then rose and walked away.
In the days that followed, each noon time
came this chap. Each time he knelt just for a
moment, a lunch pail in his lap. Well, the
minister's suspicions grew, with robbery a
main fear. He decided to stop the man and
ask him, "What are you doing here?" The old
man said he worked down the road. Lunch
was half an hour. Lunchtime was his prayer
time, for finding strength and power. "I stay
only moments, see, because the factory is so
far away; as I kneel here talking to the Lord,
this is kinda what I say: "I just came again to
tell you, Lord, how happy I’ve been since we
found each other’s friendship and you took
away my sin.
Don’t know much of how to pray, but I think
about you every day. So, Jesus, this is Jim
checking in today.” The minister, feeling
foolish, told Jim that was fine. He told the
man he was welcome to come and pray just
anytime. Time to go, Jim smiled, said
"Thanks." He hurried to the door.
The minister knelt at the altar, he'd never
done it before. His cold heart melted, warmed
with love, and met with Jesus there. As the
tears flowed, in his heart, he repeated old
Jim's prayer: "I just came again to tell you,

Lord, how happy I’ve been since we found
each other’s friendship and you took away my
sin.
Don’t know much of how to pray, but I think
about you every day. So, Jesus, this is me
checking in today."
Past noon one day, the minister noticed
that old Jim hadn't come. As more days
passed without Jim, he began to worry some.
At the factory, he asked about him, learning
he was ill. The hospital staff was worried, but
he'd given them a thrill. The week that Jim
was with them brought changes in the ward.
His smiles were a joy contagious. Changed
people were his reward.
The head nurse couldn't understand why
Jim was so glad, when no flowers, calls or
cards came, not a visitor he had. The minister
stayed by his bed, he voiced the nurse's
concern: No friends came to show they cared.
He had nowhere to turn. Looking surprised,
old Jim spoke up and with a winsome smile;
"The nurse is wrong, she couldn't know, that
in here all the while everyday at noon He's
here, a dear friend of mine, you see. He sits
right down, takes my hand, leans over and
says to me: "I just came again to tell you, Jim,
how happy I have been, since we found this
friendship, and I took away your sin. Always
love to hear you pray, I think about you each
day, and so, Jim, this is Jesus checking in
today.”

Peace & Blessings,
The Churchmouse

**********************************************

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
TRUSTEES
Church Clean Up!
On Saturday, March 17, we will be holding
a Spring Cleaning Day for the church building
and grounds. Many tasks need to be done to
maintain our beautiful building and property
and are impossible for the day-to-day staff to
complete. Some are inside, some are outside.
Whatever time you can spare will be welcome!
We will begin promptly at 9:00, rain or shine
so dress appropriately. Bring a drink. Pizza
will be served at noon.
A signup sheet will be circulated at
services or you may email Bridget at the
preschool to let us know you’ll be there
(wardschapelpreschool@verizon.net).
**********************************************

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
MISSIONS
Missions Auction
Hope you are planning to come out and
bring a friend to the live auction on Saturday,
March 3. There will also be a few silent
auction tables. Doors open at 4 pm to
preview items up for bid with bidding starting
about 5 pm. We will be accepting cash, check,
or charge. If you see something you really
want but cannot attend, please contact me
and we will try to arrange for someone to bid
for you. You will need to provide the
maximum amount you are willing to spend so
we can stop bidding if it goes beyond that
amount.
There will be light dinner and snack items
for sale throughout the evening.

And, mark your calendar for May 12 to
shop at your leisure at the indoor yard sale.
There will be some great deals.
Contact me, Susan Farnum, if you have
any questions or would like to help with the
auction or yard sale in any way.
----------------------------------------------------------

NURTURE
Thank you to everyone who helped out
and joined us for our soup and sandwich
lunch on that very iffy weather Sunday. Over
30 people braved the weather and enjoyed a
fellowship time together. We hope to plan
another Sunday when we can share together
again.
Stephen Ministry:
Every day you see people who are
hurting: those who have lost a job, lost a
loved one, gone through a divorce, or are
battling a terminal illness, just to name a few.
Stephen Ministers are God's representatives
who bring His love to those who are hurting.
God is waiting to make a difference in their
lives through you! If you want to find out
more about how you can be involved in this
one-to-one care giving ministry, contact
Pauline Reisberg, A new training session will
begin in the fall.
~ Pauline Reisberg, Stephen Leader
--------------------------------------------------------

PRESCHOOL
Thank you to all the church
members who supported our 5th
annual Super Bowl Sub Sale! The church
members made up one-third of our sales
again this year. Our Parent-Staff Board
showed up early on Saturday morning to
assemble the delicious subs from ingredients
purchased and precut by Mo Ahmed from
Mo’s Café in Eldersburg. We sold 196 tasty
subs and made just about $1138.
Early to mid-March, the children will be
exploring the wonderful world of books. Dr.
Seuss plays a big part in our investigation.
Rhymes, alliteration, and whimsy make his
books make engaging for this age group. The
3s will visit Goucher College to see Art on
Stage’s version of the Cat in the Hat to wrap
up their study.
Late in the month, the fours will be taking
a field trip to the Maryland Science Center
where they will take in exhibits like Power Up,
Cells: The Universe Inside Us, The Shed (what
child doesn’t want to play with power tools?),
Dinosaur Mysteries (always a favorite), and
Follow the Blue Crab. They will also spend
time in the Children’s Room, which has an
abundance of hands-on opportunities for
investigation and experimentation.
We will be talking about Palm Sunday and
Easter in the week prior to our break. We use
simple, age-appropriate stories to explain this
most important Christian holiday.
Finally, Towson University’s Speech,
Language, and Audiology Department will be
performing screenings for our students during
March. During this assessment, children are
evaluated for speech development, pragmatic
language, and hearing. This service coupled
with January’s vision screening by the Lion’s
Club are both provided as part of the student’s

annual activity fee and often uncover
undiagnosed issues which are easier to
address when the children are younger.
Fondly,
Ms. Bridget
__________________________________________

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Star Fellowship will meet at
the church on Monday, March
12 @ 5:00 pm for salad and
pizza. After the meal, we will be making
chocolate Easter eggs. On Friday, March 16 @
1:00 pm we will be dipping the eggs.
Join us!
_______________________________________

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday, March 18 we invite families to
join us for our Family Lenten Project during
the Sunday School hour. We will meet in the
Fellowship Hall at 9:45. We hope to see
everyone there!
Sunday, March 25 we will have our Easter
Egg Hunt during the Sunday School hour. The
high school class will hide the eggs for each
Sunday School class. We will accept donations
of candy from now until March 18. Please
leave the bags in the Sunday School hallway
or the kitchen. Thanks for your support!
Thanks,
Julie Weller
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORSHIP
On Easter Sunday we will have the 6:30am
Sunrise Service, then our regular 8:30am and
11:00 am Worship Services, with Sunday
school resuming the following Sunday.
**********************************************

MARCH
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m.
Greeters:
Cindy Chambers
Sue Neubauer

Ushers:
Patrick Chambers
Ben Wolbert

Notice
Carol Parker’s email has changed:
please contact the church office if you need
it.

---------------------------------------------------------

11:00 a.m.
Greeters:
Pam Horn
Jeannine Hale

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ushers:
Myron Horn
Terry Hale
Mike Blank

~ to Donna Gill for all the miscellaneous small
jobs she does around the building
-----------------------------------------------------------

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to
join us for worship, due to health issues. You
are encouraged to send them a note of
encouragement or call to let them know you
are thinking of them and keeping them in
prayer, along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel
Lillie Veise – Sun Valley
Margaret Hare – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods

Community News
Afternoon Tea: An Afternoon Tea with Clara
Barton will be held on March 21 beginning at
12:30 pm at the Woman's Club of Glyndon
club house on Butler Road. Cost is $20 for
delicious sandwiches, desserts and tea. All
funds raised go to community outreach
programs. Contact Carol Parker for tickets
410-833-1703.
Autobiography Available: The
autobiography of John F. Feezer, Jr., a lifetime
church member, A Life Well-Lived, Well
Loved, Well Earned, has been reprinted and
is available in beautiful full color high gloss
stock with a laminated cover. The story
captures the early history of the Wards Chapel
area and how one man, with hard work and
generosity, changed the lives of many. If you
would like a copy or know someone who
would be interested, please contact us.
rwfeezerfoundation@gmail.com. All proceeds
to be donated to the R. Wayne Feezer
Memorial Foundation a 501(c)(3) organization
and all donations are tax deductible.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The R. Wayne Feezer Memorial
Scholarship offered by Ward’s Chapel United
Methodist Church honors the memory of
Wayne, an active lifetime member of the
Church and is awarded annually to church
members pursuing a post-secondary
education. Applicants are not limited to first
year students, yet when funds are limited, first
year applicants will be given priority.
Scholarships of up to $5,000 per academic
year will be awarded based on the following:
community service, church involvement,
academic record, letters of recommendation,
and financial need.
Applications will be available at the
church office by February 1, 2018.
Applications and all supporting
documentation must be submitted to the
church office no later than May 1, 2018. The
number of scholarships and the amount will
be announced by June 3, 2018.
--------------------------------------------------------

Daylight Savings Time
Begins March 11th
Turn your clocks
ahead 1 hour
on Saturday night,
March 10th.

March 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

3
Auction set-up
in Fellowship Hall &
Youth Room

4

5

6

7

8

Saturday

9

Missions Auction
Doors: 4pm
Bidding: 5pm

10

Canned Food Coll.

Choir 12:15 PM
Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

Lenten Study
12:00pm, 6:00 pm

at Wesley Freedom UMC

at Ward's Chapel UMC

10AM-1PM

Feed My Sheep

Youth leave for
Manidokan Retreat

Trustees 7:00 PM

4-H 7:00 PM

UMYF 7:00 pm

11

12

13

14

15

16

Liberty Good Timers
11:30 am

Daylight Savings
Time begins

UMCOR Sunday

Star Fellowship

Choir 12:15 PM

making chocolate eggs

Oakland Manor 2 PM

5PM

Church Council
7:30 PM

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

18 Heifer Collection 19

20

Star Fellowship

Lenten Study
12:00pm, 6:00 pm
at Glyndon UMC
Lamplighter Deadline

21

17

dipping chocolate eggs

Spring Clean-up
9am

1pm

22

23

24

29

30

31

Star Fellowship

Lenten Study
12:00pm, 6:00 pm

Chocolate Egg Sale
Family Lent Project 9:45 am

Choir 12:15 PM

SPRC 7:30 PM

at Reisterstown UMC

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

UMYF 7:00 pm

25 Palm Sunday
SS Easter Egg Hunt
9:45 AM

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm

26

27

28

Holy Thursday
Tenebrae Service
at 7:00 pm
at Ward's Chapel

Good Friday

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Annual Missions Auction
Saturday, March 3
Doors open at 4 pm

Bidding starting at 5 pm
Light dinner & snacks for sale
throughout the evening.
Preview a sampling of items
to be presented at the auction:
www.wardschapel.org

