The Lamplighter February 2019
Dear Friends,
I was putting away my Christmas resources and reread this poem, it’s one of my favorites for
this time of year. I had intended to share it with you on Epiphany and since I didn’t I am going
to share it with you now. The writer, Howard Thurman was a prophetic preacher active in the
civil rights movement with a theological perspective heavy on nonviolence. He was influential in
shaping a generation of civil rights activists including Martin Luther King, Jr. I find this poem to
be an articulate way to express what Christians need to do when the Christmas season comes to
an end and winter settles in around us.
The Work of Christmas
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.
As important as these things are, this list is more than Thurman’s list of good Christian and
civic minded things to do. I believe the Work of Christmas, is the work of love and that work is
experienced in the little ways we care for self, each other and creation. As we learn to love self,
we learn to love others and creation. The source of love is our Creator as taught us by Jesus the
Christ and so the work of Christmas begins now, and it is up to us to bring God’s love to this
hurting world.
In Christ,
Pastor Lisa

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES
FINANCE
Please see the full page chart near the end
of the newsletter.
Bill Showman, Chair
-------------------------------------------------------

TRUSTEES
The Trustees would like to welcome Dave
Horn, Lynn Maclary, and Joy Dryer to the
board. At our meeting in January, we discussed
several items for improvement of our building.
If you have not noticed, we have a new, secure
mailbox. The mailbox is emptied daily except
for Saturday. The grab bar has been installed in
the Narthex ladies room and there will be one in
the men’s room as well as the Fellowship Hall
restroom. New sanctuary lighting will be
ordered and installed soon too! Several smaller
items need attention but you may not notice.
As always, if you have any questions or
concerns, please bring them to my, or one of the
Trustees’ members, attention.
Bridget Wetzel
++++++++++++++++++++++
EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Please be sure to keep all fire doors in the
building closed at the end of the day.
These are:







Double doors between the Fellowship Hall
and the hallway stairs
The metal door between the FH hallway and
the Sunday School rooms
The basement stairway door
The double doors to the preschool level from
the stairwell
The double doors into the Narthex from the
stairwell
The stained glass sanctuary doors

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping the
building as secure as possible!
_______________________________________________________
**********************************************

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
MISSIONS
MISSION AUCTION: Donations for the 2019
auction are now being accepted!!! We are
willing to help you free your home from clutter!
For those of you that watch Netflix, you should
cue up some of the Marie Kondo tidying up
episodes as inspiration. As you tidy we would
love if you could set aside any new or gently
used items that you think someone would buy
at auction. The donation process is similar to
last year. We will continue to accept new and
gently used items as well as baked goods,
handcrafted items, gift certificates from
businesses, and services. Please be creative.
Please no electronics or clothing. If you are
unsure whether or not your item is appropriate
for our auction, donate the item and the
mission team will decide. Anything not used in
the auction will be held for the May yard sale
unless you want it returned to you. Please place
your generous contributions in the designated
location in the Fellowship Hall.
The Live Auction will be held on Saturday,
March 9.
Label all items with the donation form,
available both in the narthex and on the Ward’s
Chapel website, or with a sheet of paper
containing the following information:
 Donor Name and Donor Email or
Telephone #
 A list of the items you are donating and a
little descriptive information that will
help attract bids.
If you prefer to email this information to
wardschapel@verizon.net, label all items with
your name. Please turn in all items and forms
prior to February 24, 2019. The exception is
baked goods, which should be turned in the day
of the auction, but the forms are still needed by
February 24.
Contact Laurie Bateman if you have any
questions or would like to help with the
auction in any way.

--------------------------------------------------------

NURTURE

Oils in the Bible

Community Small Groups
Your Help is needed:
We are looking for a
“small group” of people for the purpose of
exploring the new idea of Small Groups and
to participate in a TEST GROUP. We would
meet for no longer than 2 months.
Due to the inclement weather in January
the Community Small Groups meeting
originally scheduled for January 13th has been
rescheduled for Sunday February 10, 2019 at 12:15
after the 11:00 service in the adult Sunday School
Room.
By attending the meeting you will NOT be
automatically signed up for the TEST GROUP.
We will be looking at different
materials/books for possible curriculum for our
TEST GROUP’s first group. We will also discuss
when and where meetings could be held, the
frequency and the format.
PLEASE NOTE: Small Groups are NOT
about adding more burdens with
curriculum and Meetings! It’s in giving
people a chance to meet in a safe and
predictable environment!
Not sure Small Groups are for you? Please
plan to attend to get more information.
So you might be interested but don’t want
to commit? Please consider the TEST GROUP, it
will only be for 2 months and your input
would be valuable to the success of Small
Groups.
Why Small Groups?
1) Small groups help people “belong”
2) Small groups “encourage the timid”
3) Small groups “are supportive”
4) Small groups “decentralize pastoral care”
5) Small groups can be “vital to the life of the
church”
….. etc.
What can you expect from a Small group?
An influential Small Groups should not feel fake
or forced, it will feel simple and easy.
It should feel like a natural extension of your life
and your journey with Jesus.

RESCHEDULED for Wednesday
February 6, 2019
We think of the gifts of
Frankincense and Myrrh brought
to the baby Jesus by the Magi, during the
holiday season. We know the Exodus story
about the 4 oil recipe given to Moses by God for
anointing. Or the hyssop story about protecting
the Hebrews from the Angel of Death.
In the Bible there are over 600 references to
essential oils and/or aromatic.
But do you know why they were so important
then and now?
Please join us as we bring the scripture to
life through essential oils. We will be
experiencing several of the oils mentioned in
the Bible including the ones the magi brought.
Learn why the oils were important and have a
chance to smell and use the oils. There will be a
make and take project so you can create your
own personal blend using the oils discussed
(plus a few others) to take home with you.
A light fare of soup and sandwiches will be
served before we begin. Included will also be
some cultural foods from Mid-East to help
transform the evening.
Wednesday February 6th in the
fellowship hall.
6:00 soup & sandwiches
6:30 start – 8:30 wrap up
All are welcome. A head count is
appreciated so we know how many to
prepare for, but not required.
If you think you will be coming and/or can
prepare something for the meal please contact
Melinda Dettmer or put your name on the signup sheet in the Narthex.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Soup, Sandwich & Gardening! Mark your
calendar for Sunday, February 24 after the 11
o'clock service. (We will give the choir time to
practice before we officially begin.) You bring
your sandwich and we will supply the soup,
beverage and dessert. Pauline Reisberg will
help us get ready for our spring and summer
gardening. Watch the weekly bulletin for more
details.
Soup, Sandwich & Card Making! Joy Dryer
will be hosting a card making event in the next
month or two, date to be announced.

responsibility for passing on God's love is for all
Christians, not just for a chosen few. God has
given us all gifts for ministry and called us to
put those gifts to use. Stephen Ministry is a way
people with special gifts for caring ministry can
use those gifts to bring Christ's love to people
who are hurting.
If you are feeling the nudge from God and
want to know more about this ministry and how
you can be a part of it, please contact me at
church.
Pauline Reisberg, Stephen Leader

Next meeting: The next Nurture and
Outreach meeting will be Sunday March 3rd at
12:15pm. Please join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
New this month:
Hidden somewhere in this newsletter is a
“Shepherd’s Staff”. Its location will be
announced in next month’s letter.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Stephen Ministry
Dear Lord, you promised that "where two or
three come together in my name, there I am
with them." We think of that promise today as
we think of our Stephen Ministry Make your
presence known as our Stephen Ministers meet
with their care receivers this week so that each
Stephen Minister and care receiver can
experience the power of your healing love.
Bless their time together as they grow in
relationship with one another and with you.
Help our Stephen Ministers and care receivers
to recognize you as their one source of stength
and only sure foundation. In your name we
pray, Amen.
We are planning a new Stephen Minister
Training Class beginning in October. It's not
too early to consider whether God is calling you
to this ministry. Stephen Ministry is based on
the idea that all Christians are ministers. The

-------------------------------------------------------

PRESCHOOL
February has lots of fun in store
for the preschool! The beginning of
February we will be learning about healthy
bodies, making stone soup, and the fours will
have a visit from Tristar Martial Arts
Eldersburg. One theme for this month includes
friendship and love centered on Valentine’s
Day. A focus for threes and fours will be on our
country and our community. We will also be
investigating two exciting science themes –
shadows and magnets.
This month, the fours will also be learning
about various forms of art. They will have the
opportunity to express themselves through
many different mediums – clay, watercolors,
mosaics, and even sculpting with packing
peanuts. To conclude the unit, they will visit
The Walter’s Art Museum in Baltimore for a
program designed just for preschoolers.
Registration took place last month and we are
very happy to say that we already have some
classes that are filled for the 2019-20 school
year. We are looking forward to another year
with significant enrollment numbers!
As always, please let me know if you ever have
any questions or concerns about the preschool.
My door is always open.
Ms. Bridget
----------------------------------------------------------

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Star Fellowship will meet on
Tuesday, February 26th at 6:00 pm
at Bob Evans.
Please join us!

----------------------------------------------------------SUNDAY SCHOOL
Thank you to all who donated nonperishable food items for our Souper Bowl of
Caring (you still have until February 3).Your
donations will go toward the start up of our
church food bank.
This month Sunday School will be making
hearts for the residents of Arden Courts for
Valentine's Day. We will also make blankets to
donate to the Infusion Center. Ms. Kim had told
us how patients get cold during their treatment,
so the teachers had decided in August to make
this one of our service projects.

----------------------------------------------------------

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to
join us for worship, due to health issues. You
are encouraged to send them a note of
encouragement or call to let them know you
are thinking of them and keeping them in
prayer, along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel
Lillie Veise – Sun Valley
Margaret Hare – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods
__________________________________________________________

**********************************************

FEBRUARY
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m.
Greeters:
Ushers:
Pat Ellis
Bill Ellis
Diane Gordon
Kelley Gordon

~ to Ron Weller, Laura Bateman and the youth
who put on a great family Christmas Eve service
for our congregation
~ to the Miller family for singing at the 11:00pm
Christmas Eve service
_________________________________________________________

11:00 a.m.
Greeters:
Bert Rushing
Donna Gill

Ushers:
Joy Dryer
Kirk Bateman
Brian Weller
Ron Weller

Announcements
Scholarship Opportunity
The R. Wayne Feezer Memorial Scholarship
offered by Ward’s Chapel United Methodist
Church honors the memory of Wayne, an active
lifetime member of the Church and is awarded
annually to church members pursuing a postsecondary education. Applicants are not
limited to first year students, yet when funds
are limited, first year applicants will be given

priority. Scholarships of up to $5,000 per
academic year will be awarded based on the
following: church involvement, community
service, academic record, letters of
recommendation, and financial need.
Applications will be available in the church
office and on the website at:
http://www.wardschapel.org/R--W--FeezerScholarship.html by February 15, 2019.
Applications and all supporting documentation
must be submitted to the church office no later
than May 1, 2019. The number of scholarships
and the amount will be announced by June 1,
2019.
----------------------------------------Ward’s Chapel UMC Food Pantry
The Food Pantry’s mission will be to gather
and provide food and personal and home care
items for members of our church and
community to eliminate hunger, promote
nutrition and health, and give hope to those
feeling hopeless. The Food Pantry will be open
to church members every Sunday.
“For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in.” Matthew 25:35
Volunteers are needed one Saturday a
month from 9am-11am to distribute food, serve
coffee, and minister to those who come.
Volunteers are also needed to restock on
Sundays and take inventory. Adults and or
youth are welcome to help - service hours are
available. Please see the
next page for a list of
items to donate.

Ward’s Chapel UMC Food Pantry
Food Items to Donate
Protein Foods: Meat, Poultry, Fish,
Dry Beans, and Nuts
canned tuna
canned chicken
canned beef stews
canned salmon
bean soups
canned or dried beans
baked beans
canned chili
peanut butter
canned nuts

rice and rice mixes
canned pastas
noodle mixes
dry noodles and pastas
macaroni and cheese mix
cold cereals
bran cereal
shredded wheat
infant cereal
hot cereal mixes
oatmeal
bread, muffin, and pancake mixes
whole-grain crackers
granola bars
graham crackers
flour
bread

Dairy: Milk, Yogurt and
Cheese
infant formula
nonfat dry milk
evaporated milk
instant breakfast drinks
shelf-stable (UHT) milk
(small boxes)
canned and boxed
pudding

Grains: Bread, Cereal,
Rice, and Pasta

Vegetables
canned vegetables
vegetable soup
canned tomato
products
spaghetti sauce
baby-food
vegetables
V-8 juice

Fruits
canned fruit
raisins
applesauce
dried fruits
baby-food fruit
fruit leather
(100% fruit)
canned and
boxed 100%
juice

Oils and
Condiments
vegetable oil
salad dressing
syrup
jelly and jam
honey
sugar
mayonnaise

Non-Food Items to Donate
Certain non-food items may also be welcome. Call your local food pantry to see what they need.
Paper Products
toilet paper
paper towels
napkins
tissues

Soap Products

Personal Care Products

Extras

hand soap
shampoo
tea
laundry and dish detergent toothpaste
coffee
cleaning products
toothbrushes
spices
shaving cream
razors
deodorant
feminine hygiene products
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February Coloring Page

February 2019
Sunday

3 Canned Food

Monday

4

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

6

7

Collection

Bible Study 10:00am

Choir 12:15 PM
Stephen Ministry
Supervisory Grp 4:30
NO UMYF

Oils of the Bible
6:00 pm

10

11

12

13

Choir 12:15 PM
Community Small
Groups 12:30pm

Friday
1

2

8

9

4-H 7:00 PM

14

15

16

Church Council
7:30 pm

18

19

Liberty Good Timers
11:30 am
Lamplighter
Deadline

20

21

22

23

28

29

Feed My Sheep
10am-1pm at
Wesley Freedom
UMC

Choir 12:15 PM
Bible Study 10:00am
Stephen Ministry
Supervisory Grp 4:30

SPRC 7:30 pm

UMYF 7:00 PM

24

25

26

27

Choir 12:15 PM
Bible Study 10:00am
Soup & Sandwich
& Gardening
1:00 PM

Saturday

Bible Study 10:00am

Oakland Manor 2 PM

17 Heifer Sunday

Thursday

Star Fellowship
6 pm at Bob Evans

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

Annual Missions Auction
Saturday, March 9
Doors open at 4 pm

Bidding starting at 5 pm
Soup, sandwiches, snacks and dessert
for sale throughout the evening

