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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I would like to thank the congregation for their contributions
towards the pastor appreciation gift that I received the Sunday after Thanksgiving. I was completely
surprised, and I look forward to using the gift certificates this spring. I want to also thank you for the
tasty treats I received at Christmas from many of you. Your gifts will keep me enjoying cookies and
yummy sweet items for a month or so. Your thoughtfulness and kindness is greatly appreciated, I am
blessed to be serving our Lord with you.
Last month I shared a poem, “The Decree”, by one of my favorite poets, Ann Weems, and this month I
am wrapping up this Advent/Christmas season with another of her poems. I love Christmas lights and
one evening last week, I found myself driving around my neighborhood checking out all the beautiful
lights people decorated their homes with this year. Some are very festive and colorful while others are
more peaceful and calming. In my old neighborhood, the HOA had a home decorating contest and there
were some creative light themes that were fun to see, I use to love to take my dog for a walk at night
because our route was completely lit by the decorations. I wish we had a little more time to enjoy the
lights and the Christmas season but I know that within the next week or so the lights will be gone and
we, in the church, will be planning for the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday will be on February 14th (yes
Valentine’s Day) and Easter Sunday is April 1st (yeah I know, April Fool’s Day). Where does the time go?
It was just a few days ago we celebrated Jesus’ birth and now it is time to start planning worship and
study around his crucifixion and resurrection.
The poem I want to share with you is from Ann Weems’ book “Kneeling in Jerusalem” and is entitled,
“Put Away the Tinsel.”
“Put Away the Tinsel”
When Lent comes,
you have to put away the tinsel;
you have to take down your Christmas tree,
and stand out in the open . . . vulnerable.
You either are or you aren’t.
You either believe or you don’t.
You either will or you won’t.
And, O Lord, how we love the stable and the star!
When Lent comes the angels’ voices
begin their lamenting,
and we find ourselves in a courtyard
where we must answer
whether we know him or not.
As dark and grey as winter is, time marches forward, and thankfully spring will come with longer days
and signs of new beginnings. I believe Lent can be a difficult time. It is a time when our faith is already

tested and it is a time, as the above poem says, that angels lament. It is the season that seeks hope and
that hope is experienced only after going through the darkness and reaching for Easter in the distance.
Do we know him? Is Jesus merely a newborn in a manger or do we also seek Him as the one that was
crucified and rose again? For he is one that knows our pain and our suffering, especially in the darkness
of winter and he continues to come to us again and again.
Thanks be to God,
Pastor Lisa
You Say…

God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear (II
Timothy 1:7)

You say: "It's impossible"
God says: All things are
possible (Luke 18:27)

You say: "I'm always worried and frustrated"
God says: Cast all your cares on ME (I Peter 5:7)

You say: "I'm too tired"
God says: I will give you rest
(Matt. 11:28-30)

You say: "I don't have enough faith"
God says: I've given everyone a measure of faith
(Romans 12:3)

You say: "Nobody really loves me"
God says: I love you (John 3:16 & John 13:34)

You say: "I'm not smart enough"
God says: I give you wisdom (I Cor. 1:30)

You say: "I can't go on"
God says: My grace is sufficient (II Corinthians
12:9 & Psalm 91:15)

You say: "I feel all alone"
God says: I will never leave you or forsake you
(Hebrews 13:5)

You say: "I can't figure things out"
God says: I will direct your steps (Prov. 3:5-6)

Peace & Blessings,
The Churchmouse

You say: "I can't do it"
God says: You can do all things (Phil. 4:13)

**********************************************

You say: "I'm not able"
God says: I am able (II Corinthians 9:8)
You say: "It's not worth it"
God says: It will be worth it (Roman 8:28)
You say: "I can't forgive myself"
God says: I FORGIVE YOU (I John 1:9 & Romans
8:1)
You say: "I can't manage"
God says: I will supply all your needs
(Philippians 4:19)
You say: "I'm afraid"

PROGRAM MINISTRIES
EDUCATION
There will be a Confirmation Planning
meeting with Pastor Lisa for any 6th graders (or
older) and their parents on January 21 at 6 pm in
the Fellowship Hall.

MISSIONS
Mission Auction: Donations will be accepted
for the 2018 auction beginning January 7. Place
them in the designated location in the
Fellowship Hall.

As noted in the December Lamplighter, there
will be no online auction this year. The Live
Auction will be held on Saturday, March 3. The
donation process is similar to last year. We will
continue to accept new and gently used items as
well as baked goods, handcrafted items, gift
certificates from businesses, and services.
Please be creative.
Label all items with the donation form, available
the first week of January both in the narthex
and on the Ward’s Chapel website, or with a
sheet of paper containing the following
information:
 Donor Name and Donor Email or
Telephone #
 A list of the items you are donating and a
little descriptive information that will
help attract bids.
If you prefer to email this information to
Susan, label all items with your name.
Please no electronics or clothing. If you are
unsure whether or not your item is appropriate
for our auction, donate the item and the
missions team will decide. Anything not used
in the auction will be held for the May 12 yard
sale unless you want it returned to you.
Please turn in all items and forms prior to
February 18, 2018. The exception is baked
goods, which should be turned in the day of the
auction, but the forms are still needed by
February 18.
Contact me, Susan Farnum, if you have any
questions or would like to help with the auction
in any way.

Journeying through Grief is a set of four
short books to give or send to grieving people at
four crucial times during the first year after a
loved one has died.
 Book 1 A Time to Grieve – three weeks
after the loss
 Book 2 Experiencing Grief – three months
after the loss
 Book 3 Finding Hope and Healing – six
months after the loss
 Book 4 Rebuilding and Remembering – 11
months after the loss (it arrives a few
weeks before the one-year anniversary of
the loss)
Each of the four books focuses on the
feelings and issues the person is likely to be
experiencing at that point in his or her grief.
These books provide valuable and timely
information to help the person better
understand what he or she is going through,
and the multiple contacts help the person feel
valued and remembered all year long.
Since January 2013 we have sent or given
over 60 sets of these books. Following is a note
we recently received from a grieving person.
“Thank you for thinking of me and sending the
Journeying through Grief books. I still miss my
wife every day, and the books have helped me
understand my grief. Thanks again for your
thoughts and prayers.”
If you have a friend or family member who
you think might benefit from these books,
please contact me or see me at church.
Pauline Reisberg, Stephen Leader

---------------------------------------------------------

NURTURE
Stephen Ministry: One segment of our
Stephen Ministry program is sending out Grief
books to Church family members and friends in
the community who have had a loss in their
family.

_________________________________

PRESCHOOL
Happy New Year to all! We
hope that the holiday season was
good to all. Now that the joy (or
chaos in some cases) of the holiday

season is behind us, we are looking toward
some uninterrupted time to spend on
instruction – except for the much-wished for
snow day.
January’s themes for the classes include
weather, winter, solid/liquid/gas, and animals
in winter. The Irvine Nature Center will be
visiting the two- and three-year-olds to present
an in-house program called All about Animals.
They will bring an owl, a hedgehog, snakes, and
other small critters that the children will have
the opportunity to investigate through this
hands-on experience. Toward the end of the
month, we begin to talk about healthy bodies
and the four-year-olds will take a trip to
Martin’s supermarket in Eldersburg to see
where the healthy food we eat comes from. Our
unit on healthy bodies includes making ‘stone
soup’ (we do use real stones!), a visit from the
dental hygienist, and the Freedom Lion’s Club
for vision screening. Maintaining all aspects of
a healthy life-style is a life-long skill that should
be taught when a child is still forming their
habits.
It’s hard to believe, but we’re already
preparing for the 2018-3019 school year.
Registration for reenrollment of current
preschool families will begin on Tuesday,
January 9 at 12:00 noon. Open enrollment will
begin that Thursday. If you know any families
with preschool-aged children who may be
interested, please have them contact the office
at 410-922-6595 to place their child on the
mailing list.
Enjoy the beautiful winter weather,
Ms. Bridget
__________________________________________

STAR FELLOWSHIP
Star Fellowship will meet January
23 @ 6:00 pm at Basta Pasta.
Join us!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Board of Child Care Mitten Tree
Thank you for your donations to our
Mitten Tree for the Board of Child Care. We
collected over 170 items including, 63 pairs of
gloves, 44 pairs of socks and 40 hats. Your gift of
giving will keep many kids warm this winter.
Souper Bowl
We will start collecting non perishable food
items for Souper Bowl Sunday on January 7.
Items can be put in the bins in the Sunday
School hallway.
Julie Weller
________________________________________

WORSHIP
There will be an Ash Wednesday service
here at Ward’s Chapel on Wednesday,
February 14 at 7:00 pm.
**********************************************

JANUARY
GREETERS & USHERS
8:30 a.m.
Greeters:
Mattie Brian
Karen Jaeger

Ushers:
Keiler Brian
Shirley Tucker

11:00 a.m.
Greeters:
Ushers:
Carol Parker
Chris Parker
Terry Hale
Terry Hale
Aiden Hale
Olivia Hale

---------------------------------------------------------------

~ to those who decorated for the holidays all
around the church
~ to Tammi & Greg Stacho for setting up the
Bethlehem scenery in the Sanctuary for the
Preschool programs
~ to those who visited some of our shut-ins to
brighten their day with Christmas carols
~to all those who helped clean up after the
flooding on the Sunday School level
-----------------------------------------------------------

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please pray for those who are not able to
join us for worship, due to health issues. You
are encouraged to send them a note of
encouragement or call to let them know you
are thinking of them and keeping them in
prayer, along with those caring for them.
Jack Balick – at home
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home
Donna Gregory – at home
Dorothy Miller – Constant Care at Winfield
Hilda Reisberg – at home
Janet Feezer – at home
Judy Slonaker – Lorien Mays Chapel
Lillie Veise – Sun Valley
Margaret Hare – at home
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods

Thank You
Donation to Zimbabwe Children’s Home:
Thank you for your gift received on
10/10/17 of $1,669.24 to the General Board of
Global Ministries through The Advance, the
designated mission giving channel of The
United Methodist Church. We are pleased to
share that 100 percent of your contribution

will go to Babyfold at Old Mutare Fairfield
Children’s Home, Advance #11713T. Your gift
of $1,669.24 is caring for abandoned children
by providing love, clothing, food and eduation
in Zimbabwe. Giving through The Advance
enables United Methodists to partner with
one another in mission and ministry around
the world. Thank you for joining with us in
God’s mission.
-Roland Fernandes & Russell Pierce,
General Board of Global Ministries
--------------------------------------------------------

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church
11023 Liberty Road
Randallstown, MD 21133

IN THE EVENT OF WINTRY WEATHER…
a church-wide email will be sent out,
you may contact the Church Office at 410-922-6556
where the message will be updated and
closings and cancellations
will be posted on the Church website www.wardschapel.org

