
 

 

 

 

The Lamplighter December 2019 

O Come O Come Immanuel 
 
The first week of December, the last month of this year just began. Some Christian radio stations have 
already put on air seasonal songs, and people seem to be excited at waiting for the season of climax, 
Christmas.  At the same time, once in a while, some of us become sentimental and a bit emotional when 
looking back at our memories and events that happened last year.  
 
Our church tradition has a different cycle, we call it the ‘church calendar’. Interestingly it begins in 
December, the month that people usually understand as ‘the end of a year.’ And it is Advent. Advent is a 
season in Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the coming of our Christ. 
The word itself is from a Latin word, meaning “coming.” A sister language in the Greco-Roman world, 
Greek also call this, ‘parousia’, meaning ‘second coming of Christ.’  
 
Then why do we begin our church calendar with the coming of Christ and waiting for him?  
 
It means that our Christ is in the center of the time and we believe God is the foundation of the world. 
The church calendar follows the life of Jesus, from his birth, life, ministry and lessons to his death and 
resurrection. Then after Easter, it continues the life of faithful Christians in the New Testaments. So, 
what the church calendar witnesses is that Jesus is the center of the Christian life and we should invite 
the holy spirit within us. 
 
In our life, the Thanksgiving and Christmas season is one of the precious opportunities to see our 
beloved ones, and we remember the blessings from heaven through our families. What made me so 
impressed during my first Christmas season in the United States, was people asked me to join their 
Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas party. It was very gracious invitations that I have received every year. 
They invited me not just because they needed more friends to hang out, but because they knew most of 
my family and friends in Korea. It was such a precious experience with good friends. 
 
I still believe God blesses us and pours out his mercies to the people of God here in the US. That’s 
because many people, and faithful Christians have proved their faith, and they always remember those 
who have fewer blessings and need help even when they enjoy and celebrate life. I believe this is such a 
wonderful way to show the love of God by expanding the hospitality to the world. Let’s keep doing 
something good for the world, until Christ comes in final victory.  
 
O Come O Come Immanuel 

 

 

Steven Cho 



 

________________________________________________________ 

********************************************** 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES 

 

FINANCE 

 
Please see the full-page chart near the end of 
the newsletter. 
 

Bill Showman, Chair 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

TRUSTEES 

 
Merry Christmas to all our members!  Did 

you know that in 1870, the year the chapel was 
built, Christmas was declared a national 
holiday?  Our building is both old and new, but 
always in need of repairs. 

We have had new wall sconces and 
dimmers installed in the sanctuary.  They are 
LED and should need far less maintenance that 
then last ones.   

Most notably, though, is the fact that the 
two center columns on the sanctuary porch are 
being replaced.  At a cost of $31,500, it is a major 
renovation.  The cost is being covered several 
ways.  The Trustees saw this repair was 
imminently necessary and have been saving to 
help cover the cost.  $15,750, half the repair 
costs, will come from the Trustees account.  
$2,000 of the balance is being paid from the 
Roast Beef Supper proceeds.  The remaining 
$13,750 will be from the Capital Fund.  This is 
exactly what the Capital Fund is for – major 
expenses that the Trustees cannot cover.   
 

________________________________________________________ 
********************************************** 

 

PROGRAM MINISTRIES 

 

MISSIONS 

 

Mark your calendars for the Annual Missions 

Auction scheduled for February 29, 2020! 

 

------------------------------------------ 
 

 

Food Pantry 

 

Thank you so much for your support of our new 
mission, Wards Chapel Food Pantry. We 
appreciate all of your donations, prayers, and 
time.   
 If you are donating from your own pantry, 
please check expiration dates. 
 The pantry will accept any of the items on 
our original list which can be found on the 
website, but the following list is what we need 
currently: 
 

Canned potatoes 
Canned chicken & tuna 
Dry soup 
Christmas items – baking supplies: spices, 
cookie or cake mixes and icing, oil, etc. 
Paper Products - toilet paper, tissues, paper 
towels 
 

 Thanks again for your support! If you are 
interested in giving your time, please let me 
know.  We still need 
solicitation of donations 
from local stores, baked 
goods/bagels to serve to 
families, and spreading the 
word. 
 

Contact Wendy Miller for more info.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

PRESCHOOL 

 

What a wonderful time of year to 
be a preschooler!  Surrounded by the 
sparkling lights and festive 

decorations, the children are eagerly preparing 
for their Christmas programs, making gifts for 
their families, and baking cookies.   In the midst 
of the excitement, it is easy for children to lose 
sight of what is the true meaning of Christmas.  
At preschool, we stress the importance of the 
gift of God’s son, Jesus, and the grace of the 
Nativity Story. 

In addition to preparing for Jesus’ birthday, 
December brings the construction of 
gingerbread houses and gumdrop trees.  The 2s 
will hear about the nativity story, the Wiseman 
will drop in on his way to find the newborn 
King for the 3s, and a wayward shepherd will 
find his way to the 4s chapel time.  This month, 



 

the four-year-olds will see Frosty at Goucher 
College.  Finally, as part of our Kids to Kids 
program, the students will be collecting Golden 
books to be donated to the children’s ward and 
emergency department of Carroll Hospital 
Center.   

Last month, we had our first family-friendly 
church service.  It’s not that we’re not already 
family friendly; we just were hoping that by 
inviting preschool families and having a shorter, 
peppy service we might entice a few new 
families to join our church.  We had six 
preschool families attend.  I will be inviting the 
preschool families to attend the youth-led 
Christmas service.  Thank you to everyone who 
made them feel so welcomed!   
 
Have a blessed holiday! 
 

Ms. Bridget 
Director 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

Donations for the Mitten Tree to help 
children at the Board of Child Care begins 
Sunday, November 24 and runs through 
December 8. We collect new hats, scarves, 
mittens/gloves, socks, and underwear. When 
buying, please keep in mind most of the 
children are middle school age through young 
adult.  
 

Mark your calendar for our annual Family 
Advent Sunday on December 8 during the 
Sunday School hour. Children of all ages and 
their families are invited to join us for activities 
in the Fellowship Hall. We hope to see you 
there! 

 

Julie Weller 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP 

 
The Wards Chapel choir is excited to invite 

you to join us for our second annual Lessons 
and Carols Christmas service. The service will 
be held on December 22nd. We will serve 
dinner at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall and the 
service will begin at 6:30pm in the sanctuary, 
with deserts to follow. 
 
 

What is a Lessons and Carols service? It is a 
traditional Christmas service consisting of nine 
lessons, or scripture readings, interspersed with 
Christmas carols sung by the congregation and 
anthems sung by the choir. These lessons tell 
the story of the fall of man, the promised 
coming, and the birth of Jesus Christ. The first 
Lessons and Carols service was held on 
Christmas Eve 1880 by Bishop Edward White 
Benson in Cornwall, England. He was looking 
for a way to both integrate the “secular” 
tradition of singing Christmas carols into 
worship and keep Christmas revelers out of the 
pubs. In 1918, the service was adopted by King’s 
College in Cambridge where it has been held 
every year since. The BBC began to broadcast 
the service on the radio in 1928 and on 
television in 1954. Despite originating in the 
Anglican Church, the Lessons and Carols service 
format has spread throughout the world 
through many different denominations. 
 
 
While the carols change each year, the nine 
lessons are always the same: 

1. Genesis 3: 8–19 
2. Genesis 22: 15–18 
3. Isaiah 9: 2; 6–7 
4. Isaiah 11: 1–3a; 4a; 6–9 
5. Luke 1: 26–35; 38 
6. Luke 2: 1; 3–7 
7. Luke 2: 8–16 
8. Matthew 2: 1–12 
9. John 1: 1–14 

 
 
We hope you will join us this year for a musical 
journey through the Christmas story! 
 



 

________________________________________________________ 
********************************************** 
 

DECEMBER 

GREETERS & USHERS 
 

  Greeters  Ushers  
 

  8:30 a.m.  
 Cindy Reisberg   Shirley Tucker 
 Norma Hong   Keiler Brian 
 

  11:00 a.m.  
 Cathy Collins   Mike Blank 
 Melinda Dettmer  Ron Weller 
       Kirk Bateman 
       Zachary Jones 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

 Please pray for those who are not able to 
join us for worship, due to health issues. You are 
encouraged to send them a note of 
encouragement or call to let them know you are 
thinking of them and keeping them in prayer, 
along with those caring for them. 

 

Butch Parker – Arden Courts 
Barbara & Carl Hartman – at home 
Donna Gregory – at home 
Dorothy Miller – Transitions Oakland Manor 
Hilda Reisberg – at Homestead 
Jack Balick – at home 
Janet Feezer – at home 
Margaret Hare – at home 
Mary Libby Green – at home 
Millie Reisberg – Brinton Woods 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~ to Rachel Miller for all of her hard work in taking 
over as accompanist for the 11:00 service in addition 
to serving as choir director. 

 
__________________________________________ 

********************************************** 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Counters needed: 

 

 Shirley Tucker needs people willing to 
serve as counters for June, July and August 
2020.  If anyone is interested in learning how 
to count the week’s offering, please contact 
Shirley. 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
Alzheimer's Walk:    I want to thank 
everyone who donated to the Walk again this 
year.  Team Pop raised $3000!  This is my 
fourth year of volunteering and each year we 
have raised lots of money to help find the 
cure. Although it won't help Butch, we will 
find the cure and have a first survivor soon!  I 
want to thank Wayne and Pauline Reisberg 
and Barb Charnock for helping Chris and me 
hand out T-shirts on walk day.  Also, Farai 
and his family came out this year and joined 
Tim and his family on the walk.  Having the 
support of our friends and family has been so 
special during these years as Butch has 
struggled with this sad disease.  Thank you all 
for your help in so many ways.  Love, Carol 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

Walk to Bethlehem:  Here is a wonderful 
way to start your Advent Season so mark your 
calendars for Dec 6, 7, 8.  Glen Mar UMC in 
Ellicott City celebrates the Walk to Bethlehem 
from 5-8 pm each night. This is a wonderful 
way to begin the Christmas season with your 
family.  The walk takes about 1 hour and can 
be enjoyed by all ages.  Dress for the weather 
since the beginning of the walk is outside. 
This has become a family tradition for many 
of our church families and one of which we 
hope you will take advantage.  They do offer 
hot chocolate, fire pits and entertainment 
after you sign in for the Census and while you 
wait for your Tribe's turn to Walk to 
Bethlehem.  The event is a free-will offering 

 



 

and you may go to their website 
(www.glenmarumc.org) for more information.  
Glen Mar UMC is located at 4701 New Cut Rd, 
Ellicott City, 21043.  Take route 29 to route 103 
and follow to New Cut Road. 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
Candlelight Tour of Historic Houses of 
Worship:  Enjoy the annual Candlelight Tour 
of Historic Houses of Worship this holiday 
season in Downtown Frederick. This special 
open house celebrates Frederick’s tradition of 
religious diversity, local history, and the 
holiday season on Thursday, December 26, 
2019 from 4:00-9:00pm.  Stop by the 
Information Center at 19 E Church Street to 
pick up a printed map of participating sites 
and other information about Frederick.  For 
more info: 
https://www.visitfrederick.org/events/annual-
events/historic-houses-of-worship/ 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 

Thank you:  Thank you for the many cards, 
calls, prayers, food, and acts of kindness 
during Cliff's illness and his passing. And a 
special thank you to the luncheon committee 
for a delicious meal and a wonderful time of 
fellowship with family and friends. It is a 
comfort having such a loving, caring church 
family.  Love, Beverly Carter and Family 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZLYVMM7FiMdEF4ZyaHxM6vaXX-yLtzqbk4-DNxMIC9iqStH6dKEH1GHz3xNpqT9lUjhlHcvRpSzCM9SPUVT0MTkQjMiY756AHWJriFSRT8DkRwYT61J4fxkpWQm3prM949AvR_EU0nyJ97aQJ2IUN0GXS8-MYflRlAgJp0rlyk8=&c=1IBkIk0aEHFwQgzE9FyxFhqIWP28imJzbmjma1Q04g8Pq0NzzclNVg==&ch=TXZvPQakcEKaL5P4ERSiljWCHcu6qef8ZoNMt0PXlZ-wwtW93CWilQ==


 

 



 

Kids-of-All-Ages Pages 
 

D R V B B C A A L W D R B N W Q E K 

T O E X A D H W P T O E D V Q K N Z 

J R J G V P P R E L D N A C D U F K 

B E S E N X S B I S E H Y F Z S C Z 

J R N A S A B W X S E J A O U Y A H 

O T E U Y B M W N I T S L G J S X G 

G Y S B P A P K S I U M W Q L V U N 

Z E B K B M O G S G K K A G E T X J 

J J Q M A I F G Z H O S A S G B H N 

Y J U O E B X T I C X S M T N I O Q 

R R L H B T V J Y F T X B L A R P U 

L S B P H P L M P Z T L K N J T E B 

L X Z L E K L P C R Y M M K Z H S T 

Y T O S H I A W F J N U N Q O D J Z 

Y V U J V B E T H L E H E M X A K F 

E L X H A R A T S B G S S J L Y D S 

P Y H P E A C E S M Y N N B R H L W 

R C U P L O S M H P Z O P G N R D G 

 
ADVENT 
ANGEL 

BETHLEHEM 
BIRTHDAY 
CANDLE 

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 
HOPE 
JESUS 
JOY 

LOVE 
MANGER 
PEACE 
STAR 

 



 

 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Choir 12:15 PM Bible Study 10 am

Stephen Ministry

Supervisory Grp TBD 

UMYF 6:30 PM Trustees 7:00 pm

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Bible Study

   Family Advent 10:00 am Feed My Sheep @

Project 9:45AM Liberty Goodtimers Wesley Freedom UMC

Choir 12:15 PM 11:30 am 10-1 4-H 7:00 PM

Oakland Manor 2 PM Lamplighter

Deadline

15    Heifer Sunday 16 17 18 19 20 21
Choir 12:15 PM

Christmas caroling Bible Study 10 am Food Pantry 

(lunch at 1:00, 9am-11am

leave church at 1:30) SPRC 7:00 pm

UMYF 6:30 PM

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Choir 12:15 PM 2pm Youth-led Svc.

Lessons & Carols 11 pm Candlelight

5:30 Dinner, 6:30 svc Service

29 30 31

Choir 12:15 PM

Nurture mtg. 12:15 pm

December 2019



 
 

 

Ward’s Chapel United Methodist Church 

11023 Liberty Road 
Randallstown, MD 21133 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services  
 

December 24 
 

2pm Family Service 
11 pm Candlelight Service 

 


